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Business Institute 
Opens Tor Charity’ 

By Song Yi/ Jiao Pei 

The first private business institute in China will open 
on Changan Avenue in Wangfujing, according to the Chi- 
nese newspaper 21st Century Economic News Report. 

Global mogul Li Ka-shing is founding the Cheung Kong 
Business Institute in Oriental Plaza as a charity using his 
own personal registered capital. 

As a private donation, Li avoids certain government 
policy restrictions on educational institutions. State policy 
stipulates a private school must not be profit-oriented and 
that the foreign ownership percentage should not exceed 
49%. 

The institute hopes to occupy a segment of the future 
Master’s of Business Administration (MBA) market but 
will not seek profits for 10 years, said future principal 
Xiang Bing. 

In a statement reported by people.com, the Li Ka-shing 
Foundation statement denied seeking to profit from the in- 
stitute: 

“In the long run, the Li Ka-shing Foundation has do- 
nated money to education and medical treatment in order 
to contribute to the development of social public welfare. 

“We will simply invest, not to get our money back, let 
alone seek profits. As for the Cheung Kong Business Insti- 
tute, we will say more after preparations are completed.” 

A Ministry of Education spokesman said no statement 
would be released until the situation was clearer and that 
“the current wild speculation will only harm Li Ka-shing’s 
image”. It would take about half a month to make it clear, 
he said. 

The institute will enroll its first 150 students this Sep- 
tember, said Xiang. Seventy professors of the top ten world 
business schools would be invited to serve as long-term 
professors. Tuition will be 240,000 yuan a year, the most 
expensive in China, a quarter that of Harvard. 

The Li Ka-shing Foundation was established in 1980, 
and has donated HK$450 million to public welfare on the 
Chinese mainland and Hong Kong over 20 years. 

A Swede Writes... 

By Shan Jinliang 

Beijing Today ran a reader’s questionnaire in its year- 
end edition, and a number of letters containing answers flew 
back to the newsroom these last two weeks. 

A few e-mail answers surprised us. Here is one from 
Claes Barnsten, a traveler from Sweden: 

You are producing a very good newspaper. I always look 
forward to Friday when I approach our local supermarket 
with my warm 1-yuan bill in my pocket , and as I approach, 
the newsstand man, an elderly, a little bit crippled man, 
shines up and takes out the Beijing Today. I hand over my 
warm 1 yuan bill that 1 have prepared and held in my pocket 
since I left home and in return 1 get a new cold edition of 
Beijing Today. We exchange a couple of words even though we 
don't understand each other. This is a routine that, even if I 
had a free subscription to your newspaper, would not change. 
I would feel like 1 was betraying my friend at the newsstand 
if I passed him without buying the newspaper every Friday. 

Thank you and have a happy and successful 2002. You 
are worth it. 



Vacancy 

Beijing Today seeks a polisher who is a native 
speaker of English. A person with journalism experi- 
ence will have the advantage in filling the vacancy. 

Please send your resume and certificates of edu- 
cation to: Beijing Today, 23, Building A, Baijiazhuang 
Dongli, Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 100026. 
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Xiao’s Five Minutes 


Migrant worker speaks up for silent millions 


By Xiao Rong 

When it was all said and fin- 
ished, he returned directly to his 
hotel room, no. 803. En route, he 
spoke to nobody. 

Xiao Xiaosong laid his head 
down on the clean pillow of his 
clean Railway Hotel bed and 
chain-smoked four Zhongnanhai 
cigarettes. 

“I just felt so full of regret,” he 
said. Critical of himself for fail- 
ing to articulate his ideas at the 
hearing, Xiao, a migrant worker, 
acknowledged it had been his 
privilege to attend. 

The migrant workforce in Chi- 
na’s cities is estimated at 100m — 
although no one knows for sure. 
In Beijing, migrant workers have 
been said to number more than 3 
million, about a fifth of the city’s 
13.8 m-strong population. 

The Chinese Consumer’s As- 
sociation picked Xiao as one of 
12 national delegates to speak 
at China’s first televised public 
price hearing on passenger train 
tickets on Saturday. 

“I attended the bus fare hear- 
ing of Guangdong Province last 
December and performed well,” 
said Xiao. 

“Maybe that’s why Guang- 
dong Consumer’s Association 
again suggested my application 
for the railway price hearing,” 
Xiao told Beijing Today. 
Youngest representative 

Bom in Hubei, Xiao, 24, works 
at Foshan Lighting Electric Ap- 
pliances in Guangdong. He was 
the youngest delegate. 

“But I had the advantage of 
attending a similar hearing be- 
fore,” said Xiao. “Last time my 
speech was persuasive because 
of the survey I made. This time 
I tried using the same meth- 
od.” 

Xiao spent a week conduct- 
ing a survey among his fellow 
workers at the company. There 
are more than 8,000 employees 
in Xiao’s company, over 90 per- 
cent of whom are migrant work- 
ers, according to Xiao. 


“As a migrant worker myself, 
I just try to collect as many opin- 
ions as possible of my brothers 
about the increase in train fares 
at spring festival. 

“Of the more than 300 migrant 
workers I investigated, half didn’t 
agree with the price hike by the 
Ministry of Railways,” said Xiao. 

Asked about the 153-page 
technical document handed to 
him by the Ministry 10 days be- 
fore the hearing, Xiao said he 
didn’t understand it. 

“Actually the document was 
too professional and too long for 
me to understand. Moreover, I 
didn’t have enough time to finish 
it before the hearing.” 

The document, said Xiao, of- 
fered reasons for the fare hike by 
explaining operational costs and 
offering a cost-benefit analysis, 
quite beyond him to confirm. 

“My task as the delegate for 
migrant workers should be to 
voice emotionally the opinions of 
those whom I represent. For ex- 
pert delegates, however, profes- 
sional analysis of the document 
is necessary and they are able to 
express their ideas from a macro- 
scopic perspective,” said Xiao. 

Instead Xiao concentrated on 
making the most of the five min- 
utes he had been allotted to 
speak at the hearing in the Rail- 
way Hotel, Beijing. 

“My speech included two 
parts. One was the main point 
of view. Another was examples I 
collected to support my views.” 
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Hearing Sparks Debate 

By Xiao Rong 

Nobody stopped talking this week. China’s 
first public national hearing on train fares gar- 
nered nationwide interest. 

The hearing on Saturday in the Railway 
Hotel, Beijing, sought public opinions about 
the introduction of a government-guided flex- 
ible pricing system. China’s Central Television 
(CCTV) gave live coverage of the latter half of 
the six-hour hearing. 

The guidelines were debated and contested 
by 33 formal delegates, 12 from the general 
public, of whom three were migrant workers. 

The Ministry of Railways presented a 
153 -page document justifying the changed 
fares as an attempt to balance traffic be- 
tween the peak and off season, as well as op- 
erational costs. 

Most delegates agreed in principle with the 
new guidelines, but emphasized the need for 
improvement of management and service on 
the part of the ministry. 

The State Development and Planning Com- 
mission (SDPC), sponsor of the hearing, is due 
to revise train fares after the hearing and hand 
them to the State Council for examination and 
approval. 

“This type of hearing is quite new,” said 
Philippe Rochot, a correspondent from French 
No.2 Television. “Although it differs from the 
French form, they have the same purpose — 
involving people in the decision-making pro- 
cess of government. The hearing demonstrates 
fairness and democracy in China.” 

The 1998 Price Law of China marked the 
introduction of a price hearing system in the 
country, but did not detail hearing procedures. 

That situation improved when a provision- 
al regulation was issued on public hearings for 
governmental price-setting on August 1, 2001. 

The Commission published a new price 
hearing list in October last year, stipulating 
that a price hearing is required for the formu- 
lation of electricity fees, telecom charges, train 
and plane fares. 

The number of passengers at Beijing West 
Railway Station averaged 153,000 each day af- 
ter the hearing, up 7,000 over the regular at- 
tendance. The flow of migrant workers also 
increased. “Fares will rise sooner or later after 
the hearing, so why not return home before 
peaktime?” said one migrant worker from Sich- 
uan province. 


Xiao Xiaosong 
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But Xiao failed to finish up 
his statement inside the five min- 
utes, although he had practiced 
many times before the hearing and 
stayed up late the night before. 

For the printed version of his 
speech, Xiao had prepared differ- 
ent typefaces and colors to differ- 
entiate views and examples. 

“I was still a little bit nervous 
on the spot and the shining cam- 
era lights of CCTV made my eyes 
water,” said Xiao. “It was a rare 
chance for me to be able to come 
to Beijing to have my say on be- 
half of my fellow workers on this 
special occasion. 

“But I didn’t do well.” 

Good news for humble man 
In a Xinhua news story about 
the hearing, two migrant work- 
ers who had watched the CCTV 
broadcast on the giant screen 
outside Beijing Railway Station, 
were interviewed. They said the 
delegates had performed excel- 
lently by speaking out their true 
thoughts. They singled out Xiao 
Xiaosong for most praise. 

When a Beijing Today re- 
porter told him about this, Xiao 
smiled. 

“It is my joy to speak for mi- 
grant workers.” 

“For they really form the bulk 
of railway passengers. Poor as 
they are, they still have to return 
home each spring festival for the 
family reunion, which may use 
up a large proportion of their an- 
nual income.” 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Eight Overseas Businesses 
Likely to Gain Joint Venture Status 


By Zhang Dongping/ Shan Jinliang 

Eight foreign companies, including Car- 
refour, Sci-tech, IKEA and Parkson are 
likely to be entitled with official joint 
venture status once they get government 
approval. 

Beijing opened its retail business to 
foreign capital in 1992, and more than 
20 stores from 15 large enterprises with 
a total foreign investment of 320 million 
yuan have been opened over the past 
decade. 7 of the 15 enterprises including 
Lufthansa, New Dong’an and Ito Yokado 
established joint ventures with Chinese 
partners, while the other 8 entered the 


Beijing market by establishing commer- 
cial management enterprises or invested 
through other channels. 

The State Council issued a notice to rec- 
tify and reform illegally established foreign 
enterprises, thus giving order to the market 
and creating a fair market environment for 
foreign enterprises, said an official from the 
State Economic and Trade Commission. No 
foreign-funded enterprises will be allowed 
to develop in Beijing if they do not reform 
appropriately. With 27 stores in 15 cities, 
Carrefour is unable to undertake its expan- 
sion plan due to such problems. 

Reform covers the applying process, the 


proportion of share and capital of Chinese 
and foreign sides and business operation, 
said Wang Lihua, an official from Beijing 
Commercial Commission. 

A couple of processes and two weeks 
have to pass before a foreign-funded enter- 
prise can run in the Beijing market, said 
Wang. First, the enterprise has to file 
an application to the Beijing Commercial 
Commission, and then it has to be checked 
and approved by the State Economic and 
Trade Commission. The final stage involves 
the approval and signing of agreements 
by the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Eco- 
nomic Cooperation. 



Home furnishings 


The IKEA went to Beijing in 1998 
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Handing over the Winter Fire 


Chinese contestants 
passed the Winter 
Olympic torch in Los 
Angeles on January 
16, Beijing Time. Chi- 
nese torch holders were 
jointly selected by the 
China Olympic Com- 
mittee and Coca Cola 
Enterprises to join in 
passing torch for the 
2002 Winter Olympics 
in Salt Lake City. The 
Olympic Badminton 
Champion, Gong 
Zhichao, is passing the 
fire. 

Photo hy Qi Heng 



Railway Price Hearing 
Awaits Improvement 


By Cui Li/ Xiao Rong 

Among the 12 consumer del- 
egates for the first ever central 
government-sponsored hearing on 
prices of passenger train tickets 
last Saturday, three turned out to 
be migrant workers. 

“The Ministry of Railways will 
have to bargain with the migrant 
workers on the price rise of pas- 
senger tickets. From this perspec- 
tive, praise for the price hearing 
can never be too excessive,” said 
Ma Huaide, professor from China 
University of Politics and Law. 

As the guest of CCTV’s live 
broadcast of the hearing, Ma went 
beyond praise to outline four areas 
that are awaiting improvement. 
No lawyer delegates? 

There should be lawyers in the 
hearing, according to Ma, yet it’s a 
pity no lawyer has been selected. 

“It’s not necessary for con- 
sumer delegates to attend the 
hearing, instead they can trust 
the affairs to lawyers or pro- 
fessionals. The Ministry of Rail- 
ways or railway operators can also 
invite lawyers that are familiar 
with the railway managing busi- 
nesses,” said Ma. 

Ma said that the parties con- 
cerned have the right to hire a 
lawyer, which is stipulated in the 
hearing systems of foreign coun- 
tries. “But the hearing this time 
had no such requirements.” 

No student delegates? 

Due to a tight schedule, the 12 
consumer delegates were chosen 
from over 600 applicants nation- 
wide with the help of the local 
consumer’s association. 

“It’s a pity that there are no 
student delegates, since students 
form a major group of railway pas- 


sengers,” Ma pointed out. 

Information regarding the 
time, place and topic of such simi- 
lar hearings should be publicized 
in advance to guarantee compre- 
hensive discussions between par- 
ties concerned, said Ma. 

“A just procedure needs to be 
emphasized so that those who can 
truly represent the vast consum- 
ers can be selected for the hear- 
ing,” Ma said. 

Professional host required 

The host of the railway ticket 
price hearing is the director of 
the Price Department of the State 
Development and Planning Com- 
mission (SDPC). Ma said an offi- 
cial could be an excellent host for 
professional subjects, but that he 
may not fully understand legal 
matters. 

“An administrative law judge 
system should be introduced in 
China to guarantee the indepen- 
dence and fairness of the hearing 
procedure,” Ma suggested. “In the 
U.S., the main responsibility of 
an administrative law judge is to 
sponsor hearings in administra- 
tive departments, a practice from 
which China can learn. We can 
establish similar posts for judges 
to preside over hearings in the 
Ministry of Personnel.” 
Duplicate to be saved 

Every delegate has the right to 
acquire a duplicate of the hearing 
summary as well as consult the 
hearing documents, according to 
Ma. 

“Although delegates have 
signed their names on the hear- 
ing summary, there was no spe- 
cific requirement for the delegates 
to get duplicates of the summary,” 
he said. 


Xiao’s Five Minutes 
of National Fame 

(Continued from page 1) 

Xiao himself spent nearly 

4.000 yuan last year on the 
traditional holiday reunion. His 
annual income is a little over 

10.000 yuan. 

“To a certain extent, I do agree 
with the state’s plan to regulate 
the number of passengers by 
raising train fares. But the inter- 
ests of low-paid migrant workers 
should also be considered so as to 
try to reduce their burden.” 

For his first trip to Beijing, 
Xiao borrowed more than 2,000 
yuan. The State Development 
and Planning Commission pro- 
vided accommodation expenses 
for all the delegates. 

“Even if I had to pay for it all 
myself, I would still try to come 
here. It’s worth it if I can save 
money for all the migrant work- 
ers of China at my expense,” said 
Xiao. 

Of his first visit to the Great 
Wall and the Ming Tombs on the 
day after the hearing, Xiao said 
it all felt like a dream. 

“It’s unbelievable for me to be 
a national delegate and commu- 
nicate with the government.” 

It was also the first time 
for Xiao, one of China’s millions 
of migrant workers whose only 
transport choices are buses or 
trains, to travel by plane to attend 
the hearing. 

“I’m lucky this time, but if 
there were a price hearing on 
air fares next time, I would not 
apply because I don’t have much 
idea about planes. 

“The chance should go to those 
who can really speak for the 
interests of routine airplane pas- 
sengers,” said Xiao. 


Olympic Venues Plan 
Witnesses Full Startup 


By Shan Jinliang 

The Olympic venues construc- 
tion plan has been fully launched 
with Olympics Green and Wuke- 
song Sports Center as the key 
sites, says Beijing Municipal 
Planning Committee. 

The preliminary document 
regarding venue planning will 
be completed and tendered to 
the world by this July, which is to 
ensure the kick off of venue con- 
struction from the second half of 
2003, says the committee. 

It is also learnt from the 
Olympics Organizing Commit- 
tee that the construction of the 


venues will be undertaken in the 
following steps: venue construc- 
tion location and the establish- 
ment of a fair tendering system 
will be completed by June 2002; 
the tendering of venue property 
owners and the venue construc- 
tion plans will be finished before 
the second half of 2003, includ- 
ing all the preparatory work, 
such as land flattening and envi- 
ronmental evaluation; construc- 
tion of the venues will start and 
the business plans will be out- 
lined from the second half of 
2003 to be completed by the end 
of 2006. 


China GDS 
under Construction 


By Jiao Pei 

The China Global Distribu- 
tion System (GDS) has recently 
completed preliminary stages of 
planning for the system to be 
established in China. Two fur- 
ther stages will be undertaken to 
complete the project in 2003. 

GDS is essential for airlines 
and the travel industry at large 
in China to face international 
competition. The State Planning 
Commission passed the decision 
to construct China GDS at the 
end of 1999. TravelSky Tech- 
nology Limited is undertaking 
the project that will have three 
stages: system construction, 

system improvement and system 
promotion. 

GDS is a service system that 
manages the whole aviation and 
travel industry, including ticket 
reservation, hotel reservation, 


car rental and other related 
trades. China GDS is based 
on the country’s original Com- 
puter Reservation System (CRS), 
which already enables custom- 
ers to make reservations around 
the world. The GDS system cur- 
rently under construction covers 
more fields right across the 
travel industry. 

GDS offers integrated man- 
agement of ticket reservations of 
over 20 Chinese airlines, includ- 
ing several thousand travel 
agencies. China GDS will make 
some improvements in regard to 
the Chinese market. The E-ticket 
will be increasingly widespread 
due to the construction of GDS. 
It has been used on some air 
routes on Shenzhen and Shang- 
hai airlines, which will reduce 
the production and management 
cost by 30-40 yuan per ticket. 


China WTO 
Inquiry Center 
Open for Business 

By Xiao Rong 

WTO members, Chinese and 
foreign enterprises or individu- 
als can now consult the China 
WTO Notification and Enquiry 
Center since Monday. 

The center, which belongs 
to the Ministry of Foreign 
Trade and Economic Coopera- 
tion (MOFTEC), aims to answer 
WTO-related questions. 

All the information concern- 
ing legal provision and measures 
concerning commodity trade, ser- 
vice trade, intellectual property, 
and foreign exchange control can 
be consulted at the center. 

Enquiries will be answered 
in writing within one month of 
receiving the enquiry application 
form, with the maximum limit of 
45 days. 

Enquiry application forms can 
be downloaded at www.moftec. 
gov.cn or obtained by faxing 
86-10-65197340. Both fax and 
mail can be used to submit enqui- 
ries to the China WTO Notifi- 
cation and Enquiry Center of 
MOFTEC. 

Zhongguancun 
Offers Free Services 
to Gain More 
Investment 

By WangDandan 

Changping Sector of Zhong- 
guancun Science Park launches 
nearly two million yuan each 
year to offer free services to 
enterprises in the park. 

“While we provide a start- 
to-finish service for companies 
wishing to set up in the park, we 
also pay attention to the service 
concept,” said Su Guiguang, 
vice-director of the Administra- 
tive Committee of Zhongguan- 
cun Science Park Changping. 

The start-to-finish free ser- 
vice started last year and all 
companies in the park enjoy free 
service in terms of registration, 
procedure of leaving and entering 
China, and relevant documenta- 
tion with Beijing Municipal Gov- 
ernmental Offices. Fax, printing 
machines, Internet surfing, DDD 
and IDD call are also free in the 
business center, Su added. 

The above-mentioned services 
cost nearly two million yuan, 
excluding human resource costs. 
However, these are minor invest- 
ments compared with the attrac- 
tion of more companies to invest 
in the park, Su explained. 

Up to now, over 700 compa- 
nies have registered in the park. 
95 companies enlisted with 
the registration fund of over 
ten million yuan. Among these 
companies, 676 are engaged in 
the hi-tech industry. 

One of the companies, Beijing 
Bao Shu Tang Chinese Herbal 
Medicine, told reporters that the 
reason they chose the Chang- 
ping Sector to register is due to 
its efficiency. ‘We had planned 
to spend one year on registering 
the company, however, we com- 
pleted the procedure with their 
help within just three months,” 
said Zhu Baohai, manager of 
the Public Relations Depart- 
ment of the company. 

Some companies suggest 
that the park should offer 
more in-depth services such as 
a stronger incubator function. 
Jin Lei, director of Beijing Bal- 
ance Bio-Engineering, told the 
reporter that his company has 
plenty of ideas and talent but 
lacks in capital. “It would be 
better if we could secure more 
loans with the help of the park,” 
Jin said. 

BAOP Promises to 
Increase Service 
Consciousness 

By Yang Xiao 

Beijing Association of Port-of- 
entry (BAOP) opened the second 
delegate meeting last Thursday. 
BAOF is a cross-field public 
corporation. It is an important 
window of Beijing to the out- 
side. Delegates elected the new 
management team at the meet- 
ing. The newly elected Chairman 
Wu Yifu said that BAOP would 
increase service consciousness 
and do more research to cope 
with the demand. 
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Chinese 
VISA Card is 
Born 

By Xu Ying 

The People’s Bank of 
China (PBC) has been 
pushing a new kind of 
credit card from January 
10 named Yinlian Card, 
which functions like a 
VISA or MasterCard. Al- 
most every bank that has 
released credit cards in 
China will offer the new 
Yinlian Card. 

In China different 
banks release different 
cards, which are restrict- 
ed to one bank only. The 
inconvenience results in 
people carrying an army 
of cards in their pockets. 
The conformity by the 
central bank will offer the 
convenience of using one 
card to draw money from 
any bank’s ATM. 

So far China’s banks 
have already released 300 
million cards. Cards used 
for consumption amount 
to a mere 3% of total 
consumption however, as 
many people frequently 
use cash while traveling 
and doing business. The 
Yinlian Card will turn 
around the current situ- 
ation. Analysts also be- 
lieve the promotion of the 
Yinlian Card by the PBC 
is a defense tactic after 
China’s entry to WTO. 

Motorola 
Launches 
V70 Handset 

By Yang Xiao 

Motorola once again 
proved itself as a world 
leader in designing cool 
and trendy handsets 
when it launched the new 
visual-impact V70 mobile 
phone in China last Fri- 
day. 

The unique style of the 
V70 mobile phone offers 
a convincing commentary 
to the slogan “The world 
looks different because of 
me”, which currently pre- 
vails in the fashion com- 
munity. Its tiny body and 
shiny chrome jacket with 
elegant curves are seduc- 
tively appealing to con- 
sumers. In particular, the 
V70 distinguishes itself 
from others with a rotat- 
ing mechanism that can 
turn 360 degrees, allow- 
ing users to enjoy the full 
range of its special fea- 
tures. 

Motorola has constant- 
ly led the world mobile 
phone sector by rolling out 
a series of graceful and 
elegant products, which 
range from V998, V8088 
to V60/V 66. Now, the com- 
pany has once again set 
up a new icon in the field 
through the launch of the 
V70 model. 

Ascott 
Moves to 
Beijing 

By Yang Xiao 

Ascott, one of the 
World’s biggest 

apartment providers an- 
nounced last Thursday 
that it had moved its head- 
quarters from Shanghai 
to Beijing. Ascott is join- 
ing hands with Beijing 
foreign investment ser- 
vice center to form a new 
joint venture to manage 
Beijing business. Ascott 
revealed that it would fo- 
cus on developing office 
buildings and luxurious 
apartments in two or 
three years in Beijing. 

Ascott is the arm of 
Singapore state-owned 
company Capitaland 
Group. The group has $15 
billion total assets. It has 
invested six billion yuan 
in China. 


Supermarket Bankruptcy 
Leads to Riot 

Faced with no other option, wholesalers grab what they can from bankrupt supermarket 



By Yang Xiao 

While large joint venture or state- 
owned supermarkets are gradually eating 
up Beijing’s retail market, a lot of small or 
private-owned supermarkets have to face 
going broke. 

Red Bear Chain Store is one of the vic- 
tims. On January 9 the boss Hu Qixin 
disappeared, resulting in a horde of whole- 
salers gathering at his several chain stores 
around Beijing to fight for their interests. 
They were left with no option but to grab 
goods from the stores. Only a few whole- 
salers snatched goods; others seemed re- 
signed to their fate. 

The “luckiest” wholesaler incurred a 
loss of about 7,000 yuan, while the most 
wretched victim lost more than 500,000 
yuan. Reports estimated that Hu Qixin 
owes a total of 20 million yuan to his pro- 
viders. 

At last the police appeared and put a 
stop to the wholesalers’ extreme action. 
But the influence goes beyond one single 
incident. The following day another medi- 
um sized supermarket named Hong De Yi 
discovered problems of its own. 

Capital link breaks 

Wang Chuan, one of the wholesalers 
to Red Bear Chain Store told Beijing To- 
day on Monday that he had possibly lost 
about 100,000 yuan. “I didn’t grab any- 
thing. When I realized, the other whole- 
salers had already taken everything away. 
This is my third customer whose boss ran 
away. And there are several other super- 
markets that still owe me money.” 

Wang explained that a lack of credit 
blocks normal business activities. Usually 
the business deals in cash or else the 
wholesalers receive a check after provid- 
ing goods to the supermarkets. But some 
loss-incurring supermarkets claimed they 
have no money in their account currently 
and give the wholesalers post-dated checks 
instead. Wang received a check that had 
been post-dated two months, which in the 
end could not be honored since Red Bear’s 
account had almost dried up. 

“Red Bear’s bankruptcy may possibly 
lead to other wholesalers’ bankruptcy. The 
capital link breaks,” Wang analyzed, “Be- 
fore bankruptcy we have to wait and con- 
tinue to provide goods hoping that next 
month the client has working capital.” 

“The market is totally disordered.” Last 
month Wang employed a gang leader to 
retrieve his money. “The boss of that su- 


permarket provided me with a bad check 
too. He wanted to change his supermar- 
ket name to avoid debt. I had to fall back 
on the gang. It’s the most efficient way,” 
Said Wang. 

Reluctant duper 

Insider Yang Yang estimates that apart 
from employees’ salaries, real estate rent 
and residual goods, boss Hu Qixin could 
only make about one or two million yuan 
instead of the owed 20 million yuan. “At 
least he tried to make a fortune from nor- 
mal means at the very beginning,” said 
Yang. 

The medium and small sized supermar- 
kets lack competitive advantages. They 
can only get a 5% discount while the large 
chain stores get a 10-15% discount. They 
have to increase the price of their goods 
to break even. But higher prices will cer- 


tainly drive customers away. The vicious 
circle begins. “Hu is the example. His run- 
ning capital has quickly been used up. 
But he doesn’t want to declare bankrupt- 
cy. He has the power to tie up wholesalers’ 
capital. The easiest way is to tie up the 
goods and delay the date of returning the 
money,” Yang analyzes, “Once a wholesal- 
er’s capital has been used up, he has no 
option but to run away. If not, wholesal- 
ers would sue him and a judge would sen- 
tence him to prison.” 

One or two million yuan will keep Hu 
afloat in the short-term. And the whole- 
saler will consider the loss as one of the 
risks in business, but similar things hap- 
pen day in and day out. So what can be 
done to protect the interest of wholesal- 
ers? And what can we do to regulate the 
disordered market? 


Set up a guild 

The retail market is a typical buyer’s 
market. If one wholesaler stops providing 
goods because of money problems, the su- 
permarket can easily find a substitute to 
provide the same goods, and continuous- 
ly refuse to pay the debt. If all the whole- 
salers combine forces and promise to stop 
providing goods, and then jointly sue the 
supermarket, ‘ Red Bear accidents’ will be 
avoided. 

“The wholesalers have independent in- 
terests. I know one wholesaler who is Hu’s 
close friend. He got his money back and 
does not care for other partners. To form 
a guild is a good thing, but it will hardly 
be realized by wholesalers’ power alone,” 
said Wang, “I think we must depend on 
the government to take the lead in setting 
up a semi-official guild.” 


Xiali Raises Price War Curtain 



By Jiang Zhong 

The price of Xiali 2000, the flagship product of the 
Tianjin auto manufacturer, dropped from 119,800 yuan to 
97,000 yuan on January 12. Other Xiali products also saw 
similar drops in price. 

This was Xiali’s second price reduction since last June. 
Now its 3-cylinder hatchback has hit the bottom of the 
Chinese auto market priced at 38,000 yuan ($4,500). 
However, this was not the lowest price of its line. Geely, 
another car manufacturer from Zhejiang Province, sold 
its product of the same category at nearly one thousand 
yuan less. 

Price fall boosts car market. Will it last? 

The sudden drop in price created a boost in demand 
for Xiali cars. Domestic sales of Xiali cars on January 12 
amounted to 561 units, ten times that of the average daily 
sales before this date. Besides, 636 cars were ordered on 
the same day, resulting in most auto dealers running out 
of Xiali cars. 

Jealous of Xiali’s temporary success, its competitors 
have followed suit. 

Ma Yu, economist at the Foreign Economics and Trade 
Study Institution, pointed out that the price reduction 
was inevitable after China’s WTO entry. Many domestic 
auto manufacturers supported the idea among them- 
selves that a drop in price would not occur within the first 
three to five years after China’s WTO entry, that it was a 
trick played by the manufacturers who allied with each 
other on the basis of a severely deformed pricing system. 
This alliance was so fragile that it could not take any chal- 
lenge from within or without, which could explain why 
the price fall came so quickly. 

Ma added that when the WTO commitments of the 
Chinese auto industry were fulfilled, foreign cars would 



People look forward to further discounts 


Photo by Wang Zhenlong 


pour in at relatively low prices, and that Chinese cus- 
tomers would make cost effective decisions by shutting 
Chinese cars out of the picture. So some Chinese manu- 
facturers are trying to sell out their stock as soon as pos- 
sible. A few manufacturers raking in huge profits do not 
represent the health of the whole market, and will prove 
to be a short-term phenomenon. 

Kuang Zhaoming, director of the Tianjin Automobile 
Manufacturing Group Market Information Study Depart- 
ment, said that the whole auto market experienced a de- 
pression in the second half of 2001. As the best selling 
brand, Xiali intended to activate the auto market through 
its price reduction. The group also wanted to enhance its 
leading position in the Chinese car market through its 
New Year strategy, and the price fall is the first step in 
that strategy. 

Will luxury cars follow suit? 

Some luxury brands have followed suit. Hongqi, the 
oldest domestic brand, cut 30,000 yuan off each product 
of its line. Sun Baolin, marketing manager of China FAW 
Group Corporation, said that the imported luxury cars 
would see the largest price fall after China’s WTO entry, 
but that Chinese manufacturers would take no price ad- 
vantage over the imported cars. It was wise for them to 
lower the production cost, and consequently the final car 
prices. 

As to the problem of production costs, Ma said, for a 
modem manufacturer production costs should be kept as 
low as possible. However the effect of the cost has been 
exaggerated by Chinese auto manufacturers for many 
years. Furthermore, profit margins of Chinese auto prod- 
ucts have been too high, and most Chinese auto man- 
ufacturers have profited too much with price barriers 
constructed by the government against foreign cars. 
Barriers will be broken; fierce battles will be 
encountered 

Qian Pingfan, senior economist at the Industry Econ- 
omy Research Department of the State Council Devel- 
opment Research Center, pointed out that Chinese auto 
manufacturers should prepare for fierce competition with 
foreign giants in an open market. 

For the luxury car market, competition would break 
out among foreign brands, forcing Chinese auto manu- 
facturers out of this market. For other categories of cars, 
Korean and Japanese competitors will stir up the mar- 
ket. Chinese auto manufacturers will experience fierce 
competition, and only high quality and reasonable prices 
will decide whether a Chinese enterprise can weather the 
storm or not. 



Merger Tears 


Chinese well known soft drink company Jianliho signed 
agreement with Zhejiang National Capital Investment Co. 
for the transfer of 80% of Jilibo state-owned shares. The 
360 million yuan contract nearly moved the founder and 
president Li Jingwei to tears at the conference. 

He seemed to be recalling glorious past times. 
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CSRC warns: tell the public what you have to tell 

FIEs Closer to Domestic IPOs 


By Li Peng/ Zhao Hongyi 

Foreign invested enterprises (FIEs) now 
have a much clearer road ahead to issuing 
initial public offerings (IPOs) in China’s cash 
fueled stock market. At the same time how- 
ever, they have to take more legal responsi- 
bilities to assure their business operational 
transparency and secure less risk on the 
country’s stock markets. 

China Security Regulatory Commission 
(CSRC), supervisor of the country’s stock 
market, issued a draft listing business 
details that a FIE has to unveil in its IPO 
preparatory documents. CSRC publicized 
the notice for public comment. 

The notice issued underlines that aside 


from the regulations required before a public 
listing in the country, an FIE has in addition 
to clearly list all possible risks in its busi- 
ness operation, such as listing names of raw 
material suppliers from outside China, cus- 
tomers and technical services it relies on. 

They have to list possible risks incurred 
by the cancellation of preferential taxation 
status they used to enjoy before China’s 
entry to the WTO, and by possible policy 
changes regarding to technical transfer to 
China of the countries and regions where 
foreign shareholders reside, as well as poli- 
cies regarding investment. 

On the condition that the cash collected 
through IPO will be used in foreign coun- 


tries, candidate FIEs should disclose the 
detailed implementing agenda of the proj- 
ect proposed, operational and management 
models to adopt, and the policies regarding 
investment by enterprises from China of the 
country where the project is to be located. 

Enterprises and companies located in 
China have long waited for possible IPOs 
in the country, on both the A-share market 
traded in Renminbi and the B-share market 
traded in US dollars. Arguments and stud- 
ies in this direction have been underway for 
a number of years. Those enterprises queu- 
ing up for listing with CSRC include Unile- 
ver and Morgan Stanley. 

CSRC publicized several preconditions 


for any FIE wanting to be listed earlier last 
year. The latest step taken by CSRC last 
week is another step in this direction. CSRC 
aims at further restricting possible specu- 
lation n IPOs and garantee the credits of 
candidate FIEs to secure the domestic vola- 
tile stock markets which has been severely 
damaged by a number of financial auditing 
scandals last year. 

The notice added that all requirements 
are also binding to candidate enterprises 
and companies with investment from Hong 
Kong, Macao and Taiwan. 

CSRC states that all comments and sug- 
gestions should be sent to the commission 
prior to January 20. 




Foreign Local Governments 
Set Up Windows in Beijing 

More exchanges have seen cultural, scientific and new concept communications 


The State of Utah-China Trade Representative Office promotes the 2002 Winter Olympics to he held next month in 
Salt Lahe City ', Utah, U.S.A. Photos by Zhuangjian 


By Zhao Hongyi 

Embassies are not the only chan- 
nels for peoples to communicate with 
each other today. More and more for- 
eign sub-political or commercial enti- 
ties like provinces, cities and chambers 
are coming to Beijing and presenting 
their wares to the fast-growing Chi- 
nese economy. The Alberta China Office 
from Canada and State of Utah-China 
Trade Representative Office from the 
United States, are two such examples. 

Established in 1999, the Alberta 
China Office put trade promotion at 
the top of its agenda, according to 
David W. H. Wong, managing director 
of the office. 

“We are also involved in economic 
relations development, facilitating 
Canadian companies to invest in China 
and Chinese companies to Alberta and 
Canada,” said Mr. Wong. 

“Other fields include educational 
and cultural exchanges, trade and 
economic cooperation, policy dialog, 
science and technology cooperation 
(particularly in environment science) 
and immigration affairs. 

“The reasons why Alberta set up 
this office here include China’s huge 
economic growth potentiality and Hei- 
longjiang’s sister province relationship 
with Alberta,” Wong explained. 

In the State of Utah-China Trade 
Representative Office, Shawn Hu, 


David W. H. Wong, managing director 
of Alberta China Office, is kept busy 
with his trade promotion and cul- 
tural exchanges between China and 
Canada 

trade representative, gave us a more 
comprehensive picture of their pro- 
grams in Beijing and China. 

“The winning of hosting the 2002 
Winter Olympics by Salt Lake city, 
which is in Utah, reminded the state 
of presenting ourselves more aggres- 
sively and directly to the world, in 


other words, internationalizing our 
local economy. This is the basic factor 
leading to the establishment of the 
office in Beijing. Of course, China’s 
rapidly growing economy is another 
factor,” said Mr. Hu. 

“We try to create a friendly environ- 
ment and conditions here for compa- 
nies from Utah, in the hi-tech software 
industry, bio-engineering industry, and 
pharmaceutical industry, to explore 
their business. 

“But we also enhance cooperation 
and exchanges between our two peo- 
ples in Olympics organization experi- 
ence, family links, policy and regulation 
introduction. 

“In general, being a part of the state 
government, we play a local govern- 
ment function to industries and people, 
not only trade promotion. We are pro- 
moting the brand of Utah here (in 
China), from the aspects of economy, 
trade, culture, language, policy, ideas, 
experiences,” Mr. Hu explained. 

The office also helps Chinese compa- 
nies and investors to do business and 
make investment in Utah, and sends 
Chinese to receive language, science and 
technology training, promote new con- 
cepts in China, like business ethics. 

“We co-hosted a seminar on the 
topic of business ethics last year in 
Beijing, and we’ll continue to do that 
this year,” Hu said. 


Koreans Seek Chinese Soccer Tourists 


By Zhao Hongyi 

With the “2002 FIFA World Cup” 
soccer games to be held in June in 
South Korea and Japan, the Koreans 
are stepping up their efforts to attract 
Chinese tourists and football fans to 
their country. The Korean National 
Tourism Organization (KNTO) is pre- 
paring to set up a football service 
center in Beijing within days to assist 
Chinese in finding accommodation, 
purchasing air tickets and arranging 
visas. 

On the first round of lot drawing, 
China’s football team, which has won 
a ticket to the 2002 World Cup games, 


will play its first three matches 
(against Costa Rica on June 4, Brazil 
on June 8, and Turkey on June 13) in 
South Korea. 

This news has set Korean busi- 
ness antennae buzzing at the idea of 
an influx of Chinese fans. 

The Korean Development Insti- 
tute, the country’s top economic study 
and research institute, estimates that 
more than 100,000 Chinese tourists 
will stay in South Korea during the 
World Cup session. Total expendi- 
tures by Chinese fans and tourists 
will reach 70 billion South Korea won 
(a little over $53 million). 



Choi Jae Geun, chief representative of KNTO 
in Beijing, promised to offer service 

Photo by Zhang Hongjiang 


Microsoft 
Textbooks Enter 
Chinese Classrooms 

By Shan Jinliang 

For the first time in history, Microsoft, a foreign 
enterprise, will compile textbooks for Chinese pri- 
mary and junior and senior students, said the soft- 
ware giant on January 9. 

Microsoft, jointly with Xinhua General Store 
and Liaoning Publishing Group is scheduled to 
write a set of textbooks entitled “After-school Com- 
puter”, due to come into print over this winter hol- 
iday. 

At the end of last year, senior schools and 
juniors in big and medium cities across the coun- 
try started running IT classes, while some primary 
schools also joined in. The Ministry of Education 
said all junior and primary schools in economically 
advanced areas are to start running IT classes, 
and that at least 90 % of the schools would have 
access to IT classes. Analysts comment it could 
account for the importance Microsoft attached to 
Chinese education market. 

At the same time, China’s IT textbooks are not 
practical and systemic. More than 100 kinds of 
IT textbooks can be seen on the market, most 
of which are too professional. Other publications 
however, so called popular IT, can be read by stu- 
dents from seven years old to senior schools,” said 
Wang Xiaowu, deputy director of the Elementary 
Lessons Textbook Development Center under the 
Ministry of Education. 

Microsoft proclaims that “After-school Com- 
puter” will be the best IT textbook for Chinese 
primary and middle school students as it comple- 
ments Chinese and US education. 

Microsoft subsequently declared it would join 
hands with the Ministry of Labor and Social Security 
in carrying out the National Professional Qualifica- 
tion IT Double Authentication Test. Such a giant step 
by Microsoft is considered as a signal to target Chi- 
na’s IT personnel training market by China Youth 
Daily. Analysts say it is part of Microsoft’s long-term 
strategy to conquer China’s IT personnel training 
market. Others think it is a strategic adjustment 
after the company failed to win a contract from the 
Beijing municipal government to supply desktop soft- 
ware not long ago. 

Domestic and Foreign Banks 
to Adopt Win-Win Strategy 

By Wang Xu/ Zhao Hongyi 

Chinese banks and foreign financial institutions 
are facing an unprecedented opportunity to cooper- 
ate after China’s entry to WTO. Doubts exist however 
as to who will benefit. 

“Foreign financial institutions can localize their 
business in China and develop business here, while 
Chinese banks can learn advanced management, 
both at a low cost in terms of time,” said Jin Shuping, 
chairman of the board of China Minsheng Banking 
Corporation. 

Mr. Jin made the remarks at the “International 
Forum on the Cooperation between and Develop- 
ment of Chinese and Foreign Financial Institutions” 
held on January 16 in Beijing. 

On the last day of 2001, Bank of Shanghai, a local 
city commercial bank in Shanghai, signed an agree- 
ment with a consortium consisting of Hong Kong 
& Shanghai Banking Corporation (HSBC), Inter- 
national Finance Corporation (IFC) and Shanghai 
Commercial Bank, allowing the latter to hold 18% of 
shares by purchasing. 

Reliable sources say, China’s Bank of Communica- 
tions has the intention to sell part of its shares to 
Citibank, which has been in negotiation for some time. 

Mr. Yan Binzhu, president of Beijing City Com- 
mercial Bank told Beijing Today, HSBC and IFC had 
contacted his bank several years ago. 

Wei Hongsheng, vice president of Minsheng 
stressed that Sino-foreign cooperation cannot be lim- 
ited only to capital integration. Instead, cooperation 
also includes technology and resources co-sharing, 
business and networking, as well as human resource 
training. 

Richard Brown, regional head of Citibank’s finan- 
cial service, Asia & Pacific, pointed out at the forum 
that, foreign financial institutions’ entry to the Chi- 
nese market does not mean a certain business decline 
and market shrinking of their Chinese counterparts. 
Both sides need join together in developing their 
common market, thus reaching a win-win result 
shared by all. 



City metro stations are under con- 
struction, needing huge amounts 
of materials and logistics 

Photo by Chen Shuyi 

Light Metro 

Provides 

Business 

By Zhao Hongyi 

After four years of construc- 
tion, the western part of the 
Beijing light metro line is close 
to completion. Meanwhile, deco- 
ration of the stations and infra- 
structure facilities along the 
lines require more inputs from 
overseas companies. 

Starting from Xizhimen and 
ending at Huilongguan, the 
western part of the city’s light 
metro has nine stations and 
is scheduled to begin operation 
on a trial basis from the third 
quarter of this year. Equipment 
and components are urgently 
needed in large quantities. 

Remaining work on the 
western line includes the dec- 
oration of the total nine stops 
along the line, as well as electric 
supplying system, telecommu- 
nication facilities, signal system 
and pollutants disposal infra- 
structure. 

City Rail Construction Cor- 
poration, the contractor for the 
construction told the reporter 
that it has purchased 28 kilo- 
meters’ length of sound-absorb- 
ing barriers to be used along the 
lines from a French company, 
telecommunications equipment 
from Motorola, metro car elec- 
tric engines, air conditioners 
and automatic ticket systems 
including machines and bar- 
riers from Japan. The metro 
carriages will be manufactured 
domestically. 

MINT Finds 
Gold at 
Zhongguncun 
Fair 

By Shan Jinliang 

MINT, Mobile Internet 
(Asia) Limited, an early inves- 
tor in China’s wireless sector, 
is in the process of investigat- 
ing an investment in a tech- 
nology which bridges CDMA 
and GSM networks. 

The technology, called 
CDMA-GSM Bridging Tech- 
nology has been developed 
by a company introduced to 
MINT at the 3rd Zhong- 
guancun Business Promotion 
and Technology Fair held last 
Thursday and Friday. It has 
advanced features when com- 
pared to existing technology 
in the market and the con- 
nection of GPRS and GSM 
will bring about significant 
market implications, said Mr. 
Kirkwood, a founding part- 
ner with MINT. The market 
potential of this technology 
is huge as mobile subscriber 
growth in China is growing by 
four million users per month 
and these are the two domi- 
nant technologies. 

He predicts MINT will 
invest in a bridging technol- 
ogy in one or two months 
after dealing with legal and 
accounting issues as well as 
the viability of technology 
compatibility with telecom 
interfaces in China. 

Many Chinese wireless 
companies have world-class 
technologies but lack a solid 
business model, and “need to 
commercialize their business 
model,” said Mr. Kirkwood. 
MINT is able to provide the 
capital and a process that 
focuses on commercialization 
of a wireless business model 
while ensuring the manage- 
ment team is not burdened 
by bureaucracy. 

Mr. Kirkwood prefers to 
attend fairs of more specific areas 
such as the wireless, bio-tech- 
nology and software/hardware 
ones, and he thinks it would be 
better to provide more private 
rooms for discussion. 
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Temple Fairs 
Broaden Their 
Appeal 



Preparations are underway at 
Longtan Park photo by Tie Lan 

By Sun Ming 


Preparations are well under- 
way in Beijing for those ever-pop- 
ular Spring Festival standards, 
the temple fairs. 

According to organizers of the 
Longtan temple fair 
held in Longtan Park, some new 
items and activities will be fea- 
tured this year besides the tradi- 
tional folk art performances and 


snack stalls. 

From the February 11 to 18, 
fair goers will have the opportu- 
nity to watch drum, puppet and 
shadow puppet performances, as 
well as demonstrations of Sich- 
uan Opera “face changing” or bian 
lian. There will also be exhibi- 
tions of some well-known Tianjin 
folk arts including Yangliuqing’s 
new year pictures (^JJ| PW^Hi) 
, Zhang’s clay figurines OEASD 
and Wei’s kites (Jxl^ J2). 

Marshall arts demonstrations 
will also make their debut at 
the Longtan temple fair, with 
judo, tai kwon do boxing exhibi- 
tions by athletes from Chinese 
national teams. Meanwhile Chi- 
nese draughts, Chinese chess, 
and go masters will accept chal- 
lenges from visitors to pit their 
wits against them. 

Organizers have also invited 
Bora Milutinovic, coach of the 
Chinese National Men’s soccer 
team and something of a hero 
since the team’s success in quali- 
fying for the World Cup last Oc- 
tober. 


Porridge 
on Sunday! 


By Su Wei 

This Sunday is the eighth day 
of the twelfth lunar month, and 
in northern China that means 
Laba porridge for breakfast! 

Eating Laba porridge for 
breakfast is said to ensure a 
good harvest in the coming year. 
But to prepare it properly, it 
should be cooked overnight. 

Laba is made from a variety 
of grains, nuts and dried fruit, 
which can include, red, yellow, 
scented and glutinous rice, mil- 
let, Job’s tears (the seeds of a 
variety of wild grass), red beans, 
scarlet beans, lotus seeds, chest- 
nuts, peanuts, Chinese wolf- 
berry, and dried apples, pears, 


apricots and peaches. 

Zhang Hui Fang, a sales as- 
sistant at Chaoshifa supermar- 
ket expects sales of these items 
to increase significantly before 
Sunday, saying “More people will 
buy Laba ingredients this year, 
as it falls on Sunday so people 
have more time to prepare it.” 

However if it still sounds like 
too much work, several Chinese 
fast food restaurants and snack 
bars will offer their own special- 
ly prepared Laba porridge from 
morning to night on Sunday, 
such as Nalaishun Restaurant, 
Xingyuelou Restaurant, Dian- 
men Snack Bar, Huguosi Snack 
Bar. 


Famous Artist 
Wins Copyright 
Action 


By Sun Ming 

Renowned artist Pan Jizi re- 
ceived the news in his hospital 
bed that he had won his copy- 
right infringement case. 

Beijing’s Second Intermediate 
People’s court ruled that Taibai 
publishing house had made ille- 
gal use of Pan’s paintings for 
a series of book covers, and 
should pay 110,000 yuan com- 
pensation to the 87-year-old art- 
ist. Wangfujing Bookstore has 
also been ordered to stop selling 
the books. 

Pan is a top Gongbi artist (X 
^ifg), a painting style that em- 
phasizes exact delineation and 
enriched colors. Several years 
ago, he produced a group of Gong- 
bi drawings named Flower and 
beauties. From October 1996 to 
February 2000, Taibai Publishing 
House issued a series of books 
using these works to illustrate 
the covers, without his permis- 
sion. 

What really upset Pan, was 
that the series, Chinese Prohib- 
ited Classical Novels consisted of 
15 classical novels which were 
once banned for their lurid sexu- 
al content. 

According to his son Pan He, 
the publication of the books ran 
counter to his father’s purpose 
in producing these works and 
caused serious psychological and 
physiological harm to his father. 

“Hearing the news in June 
last year, his blood pressure went 
up to 220,” said Pan He. “We had 


to send him to hospital immedi- 
ately.” Till now, Pan remains hos- 
pitalized. 

Pan He subsequently sued 
Taibai Publishing House, and 
Wangfujing Bookstore, which 
sold the books, became another 
defendant in the case. 

Pan Jizi himself published 
an article expressing his indigni- 
ty toward the publishing house 
in October last year. He asked 
Taibai to stop its infringement 
at once, apologize to him publicly 
and pay 3,500,000 yuan in dam- 
ages. 

Taibai Publishing House said 
in its defense that the Chinese 
Prohibited Classical Novels were 
not obscene at all. It is just that 
the novels were prohibited in 
conservative ancient China. They 
also said that the person who de- 
signed the covers was employed 
by another publishing house, 
and that they had signed an 
agreement that the designer was 
responsible for any problems re- 
sulting from his design. 

“We’ll discuss with our law- 
yers whether we’ll appeal to a 
higher court,” said Chen Chang- 
hua, chief editor of the series. At 
the same time, he said that they 
would apologize to Pan. 

Meanwhile Pan’s lawyer said 
that the compensation of 110,000 
yuan was far from enough, and 
they would probably appeal to a 
higher court too. “Such a small 
sum is not sufficient deterrent 
for copyright infringements.” 



The old Wolong primary school 


Devoted 

to 

Kids 



Foreign kids visit new school 


By Ivy Zhang 

If you went to the movies at 
Beijing’s 21st Century Theatre 
on Friday, you must have no- 
ticed a jolly lady keeping herself 
busy selling Kodak calendars 
in the foyer. The money from 
the sales of the calendar will go 
to UNESCO to fund the build- 
ing of primary schools in Chi- 
na’s poverty-stricken areas. 

The woman’s name is Do- 
reen Huang. An American Chi- 
nese, Doreen has a big heart 
for the children and devotes 
all her time and efforts to 
helping the less fortunate. As 
the administration manager 
of UNESCO in Beijing for 17 
years, Doreen takes every op- 
portunity to raise funds in 
support of primary school 
education across China. So 
far, she has personally raised 
US$800,000 since 1993, and 
helped build 13 primary 
schools in five provinces in 
China. 

“I always believe in the im- 
portance of education, because 
when I was little, I knew edu- 
cation would free us and gave 
us better access to many oppor- 
tunities,” she says. “If you are 
not educated, you can’t go any- 
where.” 

Doreen came to China in 
1984 to work at the Beijing 
UNESCO office. During the 
first two years, she found it dif- 
ficult to adjust to life here. “I 
thought I would struggle for 
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Doreen Huang 

Photo by Qiu Binbin 

one year. After that I’ll go back,” 
she recalls. Two years later, Do- 
reen realized she had started 
to enjoy living a simple life and 
that there was less stress and 
not much to worry about. 

In 1993, when she was about 
to return to work in UNESCO 
headquarters in Paris she want- 
ed to do something big before 
leaving China. Building a school 
was the only thing she could 
only think of, so she began 
searching for donors. Air France 
Foundation offered to provide 
funding to improve a very poor 
school in the Beijing area, and 
so the Wolong Sleeping Dragon 
Primary School project came 


into being. 

Designed by an architect 
from China Youth Science 
& Technology Foundation for 
free and with the help of vil- 
lagers who were happy to 
do something good for their 
own children and their fu- 
ture, construction began on a 
three-story school building in 
the summer of 1998. Three 
months later, a beautiful brick 
building was erected and a 
grand opening ceremony was 
held on International Litera- 
cy Day, September 8. 

In front of the building, there 
is a basketball court. At first, 
children were afraid to walk on 
it and they looked at it a long 
time before stepping onto the 
cement. Then the Internation- 
al School of Beijing wanted to 
have a basketball competition 
with the children. When they 
arrived, they found that the 
kids there had never played 
basketball before. So they just 
taught them how to play bas- 
ketball. Now the children can 
play very well. 

“I hope that one day other 
schools could come to compete 
with them in basketball,” Doreen 
said. “Now they have finished 
the garden and the playground 
area. I’m much happier. The only 
thing missing is a dormitory. A 
dorm is important for the chil- 
dren to finish the schooling be- 
cause some of them live two or 
four hours away from school.” 



Photo by Li Guiming 


Last Monday, more than one thousand winter 
swimming enthusiasts gathered in Jiulong Park. 
Most of the participants are elderly men and 
women, and the oldest is 83 years old! There are 
now some 3,000 winter swimmers in Beijing 

( Sun Ming) 


Great Photos 
of Great Wall 

By Su Wei 

As we featured in last week’s Beijing Today, Argen- 
tina photographer Diego Azubel recently completed a 
trek from one end of the Great Wall to the other. Earlier 
this week, an exhibition of Azubel’s photos opened at 
the Argentina Embassy. 

Among the 45 color prints on display, are views of Ji- 
ayuguan Fort - the western terminus of the Great Wall, 
the tombs of the Western Xia Dynasty at Helan Shan, 
ruins of the wall in Gansu Province, as well as shots 
of the people who live by the wall. Catherine Finch, a 
freelance writer in Beijing says of the exhibition, “They 
show the tradition in China. There is life in the pho- 
tos.” 

Chinese photographer Zheng Nong says the photos 
illustrate the difference in the way westerners and Chi- 
nese see and photograph. “The scenes are not beautiful 
in the common sense. There is more emphasis on hu- 
man beings in these photos.” 

According to Diego, he just photographs what he 
sees, trying to capture with his cameras the rare beau- 
tify both in nature and in people’s expressions. He 
hopes that through the exhibition, people will gain a 
better understanding of what China is. He also hopes 
to sell some photos, saying that some of the proceeds 
will be used to help the children of the Wall. 


Wang Zhizhi 
Debuts on 
Stamps 

By Chen Ying 

The first Asian to play in the 
NBA, Beijinger Wang Zhizhi, won 
another honor recently. 

The world’s largest postal agen- 
cy Inter-Governmental Philatelic 
Corporation (IGPC) has published 
a set of stamps featuring Wang 
Zhizhi. It’s a part of the Legends 
of Sports postage stamp series is- 
sued by the government of Liberia 
and produced by IGPC. Wang Zhi- 
zhi is the first Chinese athlete to 
be featured in the series. 

The set of stamps was unveiled 
at a special event at the NBA Store 
on Fifth Avenue in New York. Wang 
attended the first public showing 
of the stamps, telling reporters “It 
is indeed a great honor. I just play 
in NBA games. I hope I can develop 
my talent and don’t let down NBA 
fans, especially Chinese fans,” 

The stamps will be available 
through stamp dealers and trad- 
ers around the world. 

This is Wang’s second season in 
the NBA. He rejoined the Maver- 
icks at the end of last November. In 
his first NBA season, he averaged 
4.8 points, 1.4 rebounds in 7.6 min- 
utes per game and scored a total 
of 24 points in five games. Wang 
is one of 51 international players 
from 30 countries in the NBA. 

Liberia has a long tradition of is- 
suing postage stamps to honor the 
achievements of major internation- 
al athletes such as Jesse Owens, 
Muhammad Ali, Pele, Joe Frazier, 
Floyd Patterson and George Fore- 



Xinhua photo 


Picasso Challenges 
Beijing’s Children 

By Sun Ming 

The Picasso print exhibition 
‘Black and White Images’ has 
been running for a month in 
Beijing, and it seems that some 
visitors are less than apprecia- 
tive of the master’s works. 

Staff at the Art Museum of 
the China Millennium Monu- 
ment have reported finding com- 
ments on a message board such 
as “Picasso is a sex maniac.” “He 
is obscene!” From the handwrit- 
ing, it is evident that they were 
written by children. 

Among the 161 original Pi- 
casso prints, many depict nude 
females. Picasso exaggerated the 
sexual characteristics of many of 
them with simple geometric fig- 
ures. “Perhaps this is the rea- 
son,” said an art teacher from a 
middle school. “In class, we in- 
troduce some of Picasso’s works 
featuring animals, but we never 
mention his nudes.” 

“Dad won’t allow me to see 
those prints,” an 8-year-old girl 
who was copying a print of an 
animal confided in the reporter. 
The mother of a 5-year-old boy 
said that she felt it a pity that so 
many of the prints were of nude 
females. “I’m afraid that he’ll be 
influence by them.” 

According to education ex- 
perts, children have few oppor- 
tunities to see nude paintings 
in the Chinese social and edu- 
cational environment. For many 
Chinese children, nude is synon- 
ymous with obscenity. 

However in western countries, 
children are more frequently ex- 
posed to nudes, either in the 
course of their normal education 
or in social surroundings. Thus, 
they are unlikely to react in such 
a fashion when they encounter 
this kind of artwork. 



Picasso reading comments about 
himself Photo by Qu Liyan 
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Old Books for New Students 


City educators learn from Moscow children 


By Chen Ying 

Beijing students might learn 
a thing or two from Moscow chil- 
dren, believes Liu Shufen. Liu’s 
January 12 article in Beijing 
Youth Daily unearthed interest- 
ing cultural differences in the 
treatment of textbooks. 

Liu found five signatures on 
the last page of a physics text- 
book. Staying at a friend’s home 
in Moscow, Liu realized her 
host’s child was using old school 
textbooks. The schools in fact 
loan students textbooks instead 
of selling them. 

Students write their names, 
the loan date and other such de- 
tails on the last page of the book. 
The seventh-grade child told Liu 
every student took responsibil- 
ity for his or her textbook. It’s 
considered shameful to blemish 
the books. 

Students are allowed to un- 
derline or make marks with pen- 
cil, but they must erase these 
marks before they return the 
book. The book was still intact 
and neat, although not new. It 
will be used for several more 
years. It’s a subtle difference 
of approach that Liu believes 
speaks volumes about education 
systems. What she did not know 
perhaps is that UNICEF has 
similar policies running in rural 
areas. 

Can Beijing adopt this meth- 
od? Opinions follow: 

Liu Shufen 

It doesn’t just mean saving 
paper. It’s invaluable to culti- 
vate the children’s sense of re- 
sponsibility to society and the 
virtue of cherishing public prop- 
erty. 

In Beijing, it is said parents 
will spend more than 200 yuan 



) use old textbooks i\ 


buying textbooks for a middle 
school student each term while 
they will pay 300 yuan for a 
primary school student for one 
academic year. It will cost 400 
million yuan each year, as I reck- 
on it. 

Indeed, it’s very difficult to 
lend students textbooks for ba- 
sic education in China. But it’s 
still useful to save as many as 
possible. There is always a way 
if people take things seriously. 

Wang Li, teacher 
Fangcaodi Primary School 

I think this idea can’t be real- 
ized in China at present. For in- 
stance, at the beginning of this 
term, our school encouraged stu- 
dents to bring some interesting 
books to share with their class- 


mates. 

Although teachers had told 
the children that they should 
cherish others’ property, many 
of the books had been torn when 
we checked on the books recent- 
ly. So the first step is to improve 
students’ character. 

The key to this is the opinion 
of parents. They can affect chil- 
dren’s behavior directly. Stu- 
dents more easily accept a view 
if their parents advise them ac- 
cordingly. Unfortunately, many 
parents lack this kind of con- 
sciousness. 

Moreover, many parents and 
students think textbooks are a 
part of their personal property. 
You can find many textbooks in 
a child’s bookshelves as many 
families feel they might be use- 


Photo by Cindy 


ful in some way. 

Actually, they are more likely 
to end up selling them as trash 
only when they finally move 
house. It’s really wasteful. But 
it’s a traditional opinion that’s 
hard to change. 

I think we can start to carry 
out this idea in some schools 
where there are comparatively 
few students. For example, my 
school has 1,800 students. It’s 
really difficult to administer all 
the students to abide by the 
rules. 

Compared with children who 
live in cities, many parents can’t 
afford their children to go to 
school in many depressed areas 
of China. But I think these chil- 
dren are simpler than the for- 
mer. It’s really a good idea to 


save money and pool their re- 
sources. They can keep these 
books a long time. 

Zhang Weiwei, student 
Xinzhongjie High School 

I feel it’s a good method. 
It could save money and boost 
knowledge at the same time. 
Plus it’s useful in protecting the 
environment. I won’t complain if 
I share textbooks with others. 

It would ensure textbooks are 
used for several years if schools 
put this method into practice. 
But now many of the textbooks 
will be changed just after being 
used few years. Maybe schools 
can carry out this idea in some 
basic subjects. 

Tong Guozhu, an under- 
graduate student’s mother 

Traditionally, China’s parents 
are generous spending money in 
support of their children’s study 
career. But I think lending pub- 
lic textbooks is a good idea. At 
least it can reduce the burden 
on the families. 

Today most Chinese parents 
spoil their kids. Children lack the 
cultivation to realize they should 
cherish books. Usually, textbooks 
will have an entirely different 
appearance, certainly a poorer 
appearance, after children have 
used them. It’s a social problem. 
Society, schools and parents 
should be responsible for this. 

Cultivating good habits 
should start when children are 
very little. We can encourage 
kids to cherish something when 
they are at kindergarten. There 
is an old Chinese saying ‘4$ 

^ to (the best-read book is 
borrowed). I hope children can 
appreciate the real meaning of 
this. 




“ This assassination means 
that Sharon is insisting on 
behaving as a state of mafia 
and gangs, adopting assassi- 
nations as a matter of policy 
and wilfully targeting inno- 
cent Palestinians” 

— Palestinian legislator 
Hanan Ashrawi blames 
Israeli prime minister 
Ariel Sharon for Pales- 
tinian leader Raed al- 
Karmi’s death 

“What can we do? Where 
can we go? Every day, the 
Americans are dropping 
bombs. Last night there were 
six and this morning there 
were five. We are very afraid 
of the bombs, and we are 
very angry at the Americans. 
There is no reason for this. 
The camps are empty, but still 
the Americans are dropping 
their bombs.” 

— Khalil Jan, a shep- 
herd in Zhawar, Afghani- 
stan 

“Both leaders understand 
that the potential consequenc- 
es of a war in south Asia are 
not something you want to 
contemplate. Both sides have 
said they are looking for a 
peaceful solution through dip- 
lomatic means. We really can- 
not have a war in South Asia. 
We have to find a way to work 
through this crisis.” 

— Colin Powell, US Sec- 
retary of State, in Islam- 
abad on a mission to 
cool tension between 
India and Pakistan 

“There is a real boycott go- 
ing on in parliament. There is 
a rift within Zanu-PF.” 

— John Makumbe, chair- 
man of the Zimbabwe 
Crisis Committee for 
Zimbabwe, delaying a 
bill to curb the press 

By Chen Ying 
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Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, which 
is pressed every Friday, is a new adversing special one for the 
realesiate and relative industries. The English Edition is del- 
ve red whit the newspaper so the media advantage is very ob- 
vious. Real Estate Edition in English of Beijing Youth Daily, 
aiming at the adver User's requests for the more pertinence, let 
the poi icy-makcrs read the relative content directly and try to 
reach the most advertisement effectiveness 

HOT TEL: 139 104 19797 84014823 

Dart Foreign Affaires 
Management Office 

*Yard architecture whih European style 
* sufficient parking space, convenient traffic, complete facilities 
and offering service around the day 
**Dart Commkerce Office 

1 .it is located between CBD center and Guomao 

2 .favourable price : RMB 3 -4yuan/s quar emeter/day 
3.teiephone number:65032597 or 64951817 
**Dart Commkerce Garden 

1 .it is located in the New Olympic sphere and it is betwee foreign ac- 
count office and the Chinese-Japannese Hospital 

2. favourable price:RMB 2.8-3.5yuan/squaremeter/day 

3. telephone number:65032097 or 65032598 

My compay also has open separate foreign of-fice building with 
15000 square meter to be sold(Including property right).It is located 
in north-eastern comer of SiyuanBridge. 


WARWICK INTERNATIONAL 
APARTMENTS 

Were we do our job... So you can do yours. 

Special recommended villa at Lido are 
$6000/29spm/3br/fully furnished 

TEL:(01 0)671 51 166 ext.3005/3006 


You Couldn't 
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m 
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address yourself Better in Beijing 
Clients may also enjoy the 
folloowing benefits: 

#24-hour room service 
#Undergound Parking 
#Business Centre 

#15% discount at best on food (^bev- 
erage, shopping and recreational area 

Cal use now to arrange for 
a site inspection to find 
out more. 

Mr. Ashley Wong, Property Manager at 

Tel:(86-10)65973388ext:1400 
Fax:186-10165978182 
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BUSINESS FLOOR ON UNE 

Business Floor Standard Room: USD98+15%SC 
Business Floor Suite: USD138+15%SC 

Business Floor Duplex Suite: USD300+15%SC 

Express check in &check out Free use 3DDS Internet Lines 

One free buffet in CoffeeShop per day Dailynewspaper&Magazine Free use 
swimming pool, GYM and sauna Free income faxes 

Daily happy hours:(17:30-18:30) Welcome amenities on arrival 

One piece free pressing per day 

ADD:No.22Jianguomen wai Avenue, 
Beijing 10004P.R. China 
Tel: 8610-65123388 

Fax: 8610-65123542 
E-mail:sthotel@w.com.cn 





OToSouth of LanDao building,it'snew 
building 

OArea:3500m2-4000m2,430spm/per 

floor 

OThis building is available to Bank,Nego- 
tiable Securities, Business Center, res- 
taurant etc. 

O 24hours security & hot water 

Tel: 65958081 65958060 

Mobil: 13701350511 

13910890956 

Add:No.38 Chao Wai avenue 
Chao Yang district Beijing 


m±m 

CHINA LIFE TOWER 

tmmt : 

Enquiry hotline: 

65886868 

Developer: 

Beijing Zhong Bat 
xin Real Estate 
deveiop-ment Ltd 

Designer: 

RT KL Company 

BEIJING AMBASSADOR MANSION 

Ambassabdor Mansion 
Good News! 

Newly decored apartments and offices 
Apartment styles Available! 

Range from 1 bedroom to 4 bedroom 
USDIOOO/month up 
Office Styles 

Nex area from 20m2-1600m2 

Ambassador Mansion 

is an excellent choice for your business 

or life For more information 

Call US at 010-64384093 
or fax on 010-64380148 


LONGTAN APARTMENTS 
from$500/month. 34-110 sq.m 
(studio, 1 -2bedrooms) 

. Fully furnished with satellite 
TVJDDappliances. 

24hour hot water, security, 
plentiful parking 
. near the Temple of Heaven, 
Chongwen District 

call now for more details. 
67115358 67128749 


City Plaza(Phasel)And 
Palace International 

Address: 3A,Shi Lipu,Chaoyang District, Beijing, China 
Transportation: convenientlyclosetoChaoyangRoad, Jingtong 

Express Way, and Ciyunsi Bridge of the 4th Ring Road 
Services :Receptionist(Lobby), Tickets, Room Service, HomeMaid. 

Room Cleaning,Home Appliance Repairs, and Flowers. 

Rental Returns: usD9oo.oo-22ooper month 

Current Occupation Rate: offices:ioo%:Department 95.7% 

Business Tax: 0.4% 

Management Fees: PalaceInternational:RMB800 per square me- 
ter per month for Cleaning, Security(in-door and out-door) Vegetation, Eleva- 
tors, Elevators, Minor Repairs, Room. 

HOT TEL65561798 


Sunflower Tower 

UtlAJH 

Investors: Philipp Holzmann Anlagen Gmbh 
location: No.37,Maizidian Street, Chaoyang District, Beijing Next] 
to the LiangMa Hotel.Located atthe East3rdRing Road 
Area: 817square meters(based on architectural area)on24th Floor 
ASkil19 rent: USD28/month/sqm(gross including management) 
Communication: supplied nodes IDD lines and 4MB of Capacity 
ISDN is availabie 

Elevator: 10KONE elevators HVAC System:Four-pipe system 
Amenities: Busines center, Exhibition facilities, Retail space 
Existing Tenants: Walt Disney, BASY,KONE, E-turtle Nex 
work 

Tel:85275696-608 


6 4055786 


this newspaper's perennial legal adviser:Beijing jingtai law office 

undertaking mostly: 

1 >real estate business that buy,rent and manage kinds of licences in Beijing; 

2 ^foreign cases,maritimeffimance,bond,important and difficult affiairs; 

3 , debt, economy contracts foreign marriage cases > criminal defense; 

4 > notarizations; 

5 > holding perennial legal advisers for foreign enterprises > providing legal assistance; 

6 , providing law, regulations and contract versions in any languages 0 

TEL:86-1 0-835 1121 8 FAX:86-10-83525557 

http://www.venus-law.com e-mail :jt@venus-law. com 
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Chinese Brands 
Seek to Build 
Broader Market 


T T“ “Tongtashan, a domestic cigarette brand, has maintained an 
M m unshakable grip on first place in a list of the most valuable 
A A. domestic brands for the past seven years. 

The list, compiled from 110 domestic enterprises by Beijing Fa- 
mous-Band Evaluation (BFBE), rates the “ brand value” of compa- 
nies according to their annual turnover and profits, and the input 
and advertisements for establishing and developing the brand's rep- 
utation. 

Hongtashan was valued at 46 billion yuan, followed by domestic 
appliance manufacturers Haier (43.6 billion yuan) and Changhong 
(26.1 billion yuan), Sichuan based distillery Wuliangye (15.7 billion 
yuan) and domestic appliance manufacturer TCL (14.5 billion 
yuan), making up the top five most valuable domestic brands of 
2001. 
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By Su Wei 

In 1995, there were around 200 
domestic brands of electrical appliances 
competing for market share. At that time, 
Haier was valued at just 3.17 billion 
yuan. 

However the intense competition has 
led to considerable consolidation of the 
market, with only 20 or so electrical 
appliance manufacturers remaining in 
the domestic market. 

Furthermore, the top three household 
appliance manufacturers Haier, 
Changhong and TCL, together account 
up to 90% of the total market. 

Brand value consistent with 
market share increases 

The most valuable domestic brand was 
averaged at 9.7 billion yuan for 2001, 
more than 1.3 billion yuan for 2000. The 
sales revenue for those brands in 2001 
has risen by about 39.7%, compared with 
2000. 

Midea, an electrical appliance 
manufacturer, has attracted particular 
attention. In 2001, both its brand value 
and market share increased by more 
than 50% over 2000. Meanwhile, TCL, 
Legend and Shuanghui also achieved big 
increases in both brand value and market 
share. 

Brand competition era has 
arrived 

Only 12 brands that made the 1995 top 
20 remain in the list. Every year one or 
two brands disappear from the rankings, 
a result of the ongoing consolidation 
process. 

As brands disappear, the companies 
that own the remaining brands grow. 
The average sales revenue for the above- 
mentioned 12 brands was 4.6 billion yuan 
in 1999, compared with 17 billion yuan 
in 2000 representing an average annual 
growth of 45%. 

Meanwhile, the average sales revenue 
for the most valuable brands of 2001 was 
11.3 billion in 2000, compared with just 
under 3 billion yuan in 1994, an almost 
four-fold increase in six years, or 47% 
growth per year. 

Another exciting phenomenon is that in 
2000, more brands achieved sales revenue 
of over 10 billion yuan. 

Specifically, seven of the 2001 most 
valuable brands reported sales revenue 
of more than 10 billion and 13 reported 
sales revenue of more than 5 billion 
yuan. Sales revenue for Hongta Group 
(owner of Hongtashan), Haier and China 
FAW all topped 40 billion yuan in 2000 
respectively. 

In 1994, only two of the 2001 top 
brands had sales revenue of over 10 billion 
yuan, while the rest were below 5 billion 
yuan. 

Famous brands benefit from 
asset reconstruction 

The enterprises that own the most 
valuable brands of 2001 have invested in 
553 enterprises in the past six years, 523 
of which are new operations. 

Hongta Group, the largest investor, has 
invested a total of 11.8 billion yuan in 72 
enterprises, 48 of which are new ones. 

A senior manager at Hongta group said, 
“Although we are originally a producer 
of cigarettes, nearly one seventh of our 
annual income is non-cigarette related.” 

Meanwhile as a result of brand 
expansion, especially for the most valuable 
ones, company’s assets have increased. 

The total assets of the owners of the 
top brands have been valued at about 
10.5 billion yuan, while the non-current 
assets have reached an average value of 
2.8 billion yuan, nearly four times that of 
1994. 

Therefore, sales revenue of the owners 
of valuable brands has doubled. 

But meanwhile, those enterprises 


experiencing difficulties may also benefit. 

According to an enterprise taken over 
by Hongta Group, the move has allowed 
them to survive and develop in the 
market. “It is no use running an operation 
if the workers have to go without pay 
for several months,” said a spokesperson, 
“The take-over has brought us hope; the 
workers now have work to do and get 
their pay every month.” 

Industry definition not as 
distinct as before 

Household appliances and beverages 
remain the two main categories on the 
2001 list, representing about 57% of the 
total brands. 

There are now only ten household 
appliance brands on the list, namely 
Haier, Changhong, TCL, Legend, Konka, 
Media, Kelon, Ronsheng, Little Swan and 
Fotile, compared with 26 brands in 1995. 

In the beverage category, there are 
six brands: Wuliangye, Gujing, Tsingdao, 
Yanjing, Dynasty and Lolo, compared with 
14 in 1995. 

Meanwhile, enterprises are 
diversifying more and more. Haier now 
manufactures a broad range of products, 
including refrigerators, air-conditioners, 
washing machines, televisions, computers, 
mobile phones, microwave ovens and even 
biological medicine. 

The products of TCL range from 
household appliances to IT communication 
products to electrical engineering product 
components. 

These enterprises say brand expansion 
has brought new ideas in product research 
and management. “Within only one or two 
years, we have grown to a size it would 
have taken ten years to reach with just a 
single product.” 

More work needed to enter 
top 500 

Even the lowest ranked of the world’s 
top 500 companies had a turnover of over 
$10 billion in 2000. In contrast, Hongta 
and Haier Groups each had turnovers of 
less than $5 billion (46 billion yuan and 


43.6 billion yuan respectively). 

Therefore it may take three or four 
years for domestic enterprises with the 
most valuable brands to enter the world’s 
top 500, even if they continue growing at 
an average of 20-30% per year. 

The main difficulty faced by the 
domestic enterprises is the low priority 
placed on product research and 
development. 

According to the State Intellectual 
Property Bureau, 87% of patent 
applications in other countries are for 
invention patents, compared with only 
18% in China. 82% of the applications in 
China are for product improvements and 
exterior design. 

2,500 of the approved patents from the 
top enterprises were for exterior designs, 
about 62% of the total applied for, followed 
by 1,400 for product improvements (35%). 
In contrast, only 143 were invention 
patents, less than 4% of the total. 

Furthermore, the profit per 100 yuan 
for the most valuable brands has 
experienced a sharp fall from 16.22 yuan 
in 1994 to 5.49 yuan in 2000. Price wars 
are cited as the main reason for the profit 
decrease. 

Taking the domestic color TV industry 
as an example, by 2000, there were 116.8 
TV sets per hundred households in urban 
areas in China and 48.7 sets per hundred 
in villages. 

In order to increase market share and 
attract more consumers, domestic color 
TV producers have drastically lowered 
prices. 

The average profit per hundred yuan 
for the three main TV producers 
Changhong, Konka and TCL has 
decreased from 16.17 yuan in 1994 to 3.16 
yuan in 2000. 

However the total turnover has 
increased from 9.3 billion yuan in 1994 to 
41.3 billion yuan in 2000. “We hardly make 
any profit, but we have no choice,” said a 
spokesperson for one of the companies. 

They argue if they had not lowered 
prices, consumers would not even inquire 
about the price. “Can you believe it is now 
possible to buy a 21 inch TV set for less 
than 400 yuan?” 


By Su Wei 




City Dwellers Optimistic 

More than 50% of the residents of large cities are 
satisfied with their life last year and over 75% believe life 
in 2002 will be even better. 

Horizon.com has conducted a survey among 4,226 city 
dwellers in ten large Chinese cities, including Beijing 
Shanghai and Guangzhou, about their attitudes towards 
life in 2001. 

48% of those surveyed say they were satisfied with life in 
2001, compared with 50% expressing the same attitude in 
2000. 11% say they were happy, the same number as in 2000. 

According to Wang Cunhua, a middle-aged laid-off 
worker, “ It is no use complaining about society. I must 
learn more in order to keep up with the changes.” 

Meanwhile, the “social safety sense index” increased 
slightly to 3.38 in 2001, up from 3.29 in 2000. The 
indexes for expected personal income and consumption 
confidence both rose, from 3.42 to 3.78 and from 2.45 
to 2.66 respectively. The consumption confidence index 
reached its highest level for the past three years. 

The steadily rising GDP, entry to the WTO and wide 
ranging salary rises have all contributed to increasing 
optimism about 2002. 

More Concerned about 
Psychological Problems 

Sources from Xinhaizhou Psychological Consulting 
Clinic say that people aged 20 to 50 accounted for the 
majority of those seeking psychological consulting services 
in the center in 2001. 

Those seeking help suffered from a variety of 
psychological problems, resulting from job pressures, 
communication difficulties, depression, emotional problems, 
children- concerns, marriage and family issues, as well as 
sexual problems. 

Students aged between 6 and 18 also suffered from 
psychological problems, stemming from issues including 
worries about study methods, communication, puberty 
related problems, boy/girlfriend issues, making friends 
and finding jobs. However only 15% of those who sought 
psychological consulting were university students. In 
contrast 30% were primary and middle school students. 

The elderly also suffered from psychological problems, 
related to concern about children’s education, concern 
about being supported by their children and their own 
health problems. But less than 10% of the total seeking 
consulting were old people. 

Income Gap Increases 
in Finance Industry 

The Xicheng Taxation Bureau has released a survey on 
salaries in local banking and financial organizations. 

Commercial bank staff are usually paid higher salaries 
than others. Some ordinary staff in commercial banks 
have an annual income more than 60,000 yuan. Middle 
and senior management staff can earn over 100,000 yuan 
annually. 

The government has restricted banks from combining 
salary and extra benefits. As a result, such perquisites for 
bank staff as housing subsidies and free transport to and 
from work have disappeared, meaning a decrease in real 
income. 

Meanwhile, staff working at the head offices of financial 
institutions usually earn a lower income than those at 
branches and subsidiaries. The main reason is probably 
that head offices usually require their subsidiaries to hand 
in a certain amount of savings per year. 

In order to fulfil the allocated amounts, the subsidiaries 
then allocate the required saving amount to the individual 
staff, who are awarded bonuses based on their efforts in 
this regard. 

Also, salary for staff in financing companies is generally 
higher than that of their counterparts in companies dealing 
in futures trading, while the staff of trust investment 
companies are often the lowest paid, due to the more 
stringent government controls in developing new business 
projects. 




Peak time online 


3-9 p.m. 


Average time spent online per week: 8.5 hrs ^ a 
D ays online per week: 3.2 

What time are people online? 

12 -1a.m. 2 -3 a.m. 4 -5 a.m. 6 -7 a.m. 8 -9 a.m. 10 -11a.m. 




12 -1p.m. 2 -3 p.m. 4-5 p.m. 6-7 p.m. 8 -9 p.m. 10 -11p.m. 


Source: China Internet Network Information Center (CNNIC) 
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Yellow River Wreaks Havoc 

in Inner Mongolia 

Almost 1,000 students without schools in wake of disaster 



Wuda district in the 
west of Inner Mongolia 
Autonomous Region lies 
between the Yellow River 
in the South and the 
Alashan desert in the 
Northwest. It has an area 
of 219.7 square kilome- 
ters and a population of 
130,000. 
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By DengXingjuti/Ivy Zhang 

L ate last year, the 
Yellow River broke 
through the Wulan 
Mutou dyke at Wu- 
hai in Inner Mongo- 
lia. A torrent of ice and water 
poured through the 38-meter-wide 
breach, devastating five villages, 
three farms, two schools and thir- 
teen processing factories. Although 
the flood caused widespread prop- 
erty damage, no lives were lost. 

Half a month later, the almost 
4,000 people, from 900 families 
have all been evacuated, while 
property including houses and live- 
stock remain behind in a frozen, 
flooded ruin. Direct economic loss 
is estimated at RMB 130,000,000 
yuan. 

On January 13, a special ini- 
tiative titled “emergency aid to ed- 
ucate children in disaster struck 
areas in Wuhai city’ was launched 
by the Beijing Youth League Com- 
mission, Beijing Youth Develop- 
ment Foundation, Hope Project 
Beijing Contribution Center and 
Beijing Youth Daily. Organizers are 
calling on society to give a helping 
hand to those kids, to enable them 
to resume their studies as quickly 
as possible. 

Beijing Youth Daily sent a re- 
porter to Wuhai last week to find 
out exactly what happened and 
how recovery work was progress- 
ing. 

Tractors, dead pigs and 
sheep, grain, children’s text- 
books and even a bride’s dow- 
ry buried in the ice 

Stretching in front of the report- 
er lay a boundless stretch of ice. 
A freezing wind gusted fitfully and 
the icy surface of the Yellow River 
creaked. A couple of disaster-relief 
trucks roared by, loaded with earth 
to strengthen the new dyke. 

Wulan Mutou village is one of 
five villages hit by the flood and 
stands right on the edge of the riv- 
er. The whole village now lies en- 
cased in two meters of iced-over 
floodwater. Stepping gingerly, the 
reporter saw buried in the ice, trac- 
tors, dead pigs and sheep, grain, 
children’s textbooks and even a 
bride’s dowry. Nearby, some villag- 
ers were busy digging out grain 
and clothing with shovels. 

At nine o’clock in the morning 
of Jan. 8, the reporter arrived at 
No. 2 primary school of Wuda farm, 
a makeshift classroom for the chil- 
dren of the flooded Wulan Mutou 
villages. Here he met a six-year-old 
kid named Liu Tingzhi. 

Liu took the reporter to his 


“home” in the village. His father, 
Liu Xiqidng, was breaking the ice 
in an effort to salvage anything of 
use. In the villagq-where the aver- 
age aAnual income per household 
is less than £,000 yuan, Liu’s fam- 
ily, with seven or eight years of sav- 
ings, was relatively well off before 
the disaster. “Now, every family is 
the same. We all have to begin from 
nothing.” said Liu Xiqiang. 

However, Liu’s family is the 
most fortunate among the unfor- 
tunate. His home is farthest away 
from the riverbank. When the dyke 
broke, the family were able to move 
30 sheep and some valuables to a 
dune in the west of the yard. They 
suffered the smallest loss in the vil- 
lage. 

Other villagers were not so 
lucky. New Year’s day was an im- 
portant day for the youngest son 
of 51-year-old Zhou Fenglin. Zhou 
had spent two months in prepara- 
tion for the wedding, purchasing 
furniture and booking the banquet. 
‘When the flood came, my son’s 
furniture had just been delivered to 
our home. Now they are all sunk in 
the water,” he told the reporter. “The 
wedding proceeded as planned but 
there was no new house, and no 
new quilts and clothes.” On the day 
of the wedding, Zhou presided over 
the simple ceremony in the farm’s 
canteen. 

There were a total of 176 house- 
holds in the village. However, dur- 
ing the reporter’s visit to the village, 
only seven or eight families were 
found living there. “They’ve got no 
homes and no grain. They’ve moved 
to other places,” said one man who 
has been living in the village for 
41 years. “Look, the houses still 
stand in the ice now. But when the 
weather turns warm in the spring, 
the ice will melt and they will all 
collapse.” 

Before I knew it, I was up 
to my ankles in water and the 
only idea I had was to escape 

“About 9:25 a.m. on December 
17, 2001, the water broke through 
the Wulan Mutou section. The Yel- 
low River carrying lumps of ice 
swept in over the farmland and to- 
wards the villages and the schools. 
The crest of the floodwater was 
nearly 400 meters wide with waves 
two meters high,” said Wang Zhim- 
ing, party sectary of Qiaoxi town. 
He says even now he finds it hard 
to believe what he saw that day. 

Two hours after the dyke was 
breached, the floodwaters swept 
into the village. Huang Ruixia, a 
villager in her 30’s, was preparing 
lunch at that time. “The flood came 



Even during the day, the makeshift classrooms need lights 


Photos by Qian Bingge 



The frozen school with national flag still flying 



Zhang Chunyan, a 1 7 -year-old girl, standing in her shattered home 



Appeal for donations 

All donations to help these kids get hack to school are gratefully appreci- 
ated. There are two specific projects, as listed below. 

1. Special scholarship. A one-time scholarship with no limit on the do- 
nated value. With 200 yuan, a child is able to resume their studies at school. 

2. Building Hope Project schools. A Hope Project school can he built with 
200,000 yuan. Two project schools are planned. If you donate 200,000 yuan, 
the school can be named after you. 

By noon yesterday, about 100 people had donated RMB 93, 700 yuan and 
468 local students had been financed to pursue studies, according to Han 
Zhengxian, director of implementation department, Hope Project Beijing 
Contribution Center. 

Donation hotline: 66110001/2/3 

Location: Rm. 219, Beijing Youth Palace, No. 68, Xizhimen Nan Xiao Jie, 
Xicheng district, Beijing, 100035 

Recipient: Hope Project Beijing Contribution Center 


all of a sudden. Before I knew it, 
I was up to my ankles in water. 
The only idea I had was to escape 
and I didn’t even have time to take 
one more dress.” She paused and 
then added, “If the disaster had oc- 
curred at night, I would most likely 
be dead.” 

The major cause of the disaster 
was the early freezing of the 
Bameng section of the Yellow Riv- 
er downstream, causing the water 
to build up further upstream at 
Wuhai. From December 13 last 
year, the temperature around Wu- 
hai plummeted. Then on December 
16, it rose again abruptly, causing 
the water level to rise as the ice 
melted, and washed away the em- 
bankment. In the wake of the disas- 
ter, more than 1,000 rescue workers 
rushed to the site, and after six 
days of fierce fighting, the breach 
was successfully sealed. 

When asked, “What will you 
do if you have to quit school?” 
a little girl answered, “Till the 
land!” 

In the west end of the village, 
the frozen water came halfway up 
the door posts of No. 2 Wuda Veg- 
etable Farm Primary School. The 
reporter had to step across a one- 
meter-high ice threshold. Windows 
of the classrooms in the path of the 
flood were all smashed. 

In a classroom marked Grade 3, 
an incomplete sentence beginning 
“a wolf wagging its tail...” could 
be seen on the blackboard. The 
floor was still covered with ice, in 
which students’ meal boxes, exer- 
cise books and scattered chalk lay 
frozen. 

Zhang Mingzhu, the headmas- 
ter of the school, said the school’s 
floor area used to be 13,000 square 
meters. In addition to classrooms 
and offices, there were also a com- 
puter room, laboratory and reading 
room. In the wake of the disaster, 
only two computers remain intact. 

Three children accompanying 
the reporter to visit their flooded 
homes couldn’t help running to 
the entrance of the school as 
they passed, pointing towards their 
classrooms in excitement. 

When asked, “What will you do 
if you have to quit school?” Chen 
Xiaomin, a little girl, answered, 
“Till the land!” 

At present, students are attend- 
ing classes in a cement plant. Seven 
classes with 80-plus students have 
been regrouped to fit in five class- 
rooms. Other students have been 
relocated to other schools. Even 
in this way, the school is short 
of teaching materials. In order to 


maintain something approaching 
normal teaching, Zhang bought the 
required teaching materials with 
400 yuan from his own pocket, 
equivalent to one month’s salary. 

Without the school, what 
should my kid do for the next 
semester? 

During a visit to the households 
remaining in the village, the report- 
er asked villagers, “How can you af- 
ford to send your kids to school when 
you have lost even your homes?” Al- 
most all villagers gave the same an- 
swer, ‘We’ll do what ever it takes to 
ensure our kids go to school, even if 
we have to go hungry.” 

Huang Ruixia has a son in grade 
four of the primary school. When the 
reporter met her, she was digging 
out coals to prepare lunch. “My son 
is always in the first or second place 
in the class,” she said. 

Stepping into Huang’s house, 
the reporter found cracks in the 
walls and ceiling of the house. 
“When spring comes, this house is 
sure to collapse. It took ten year’s 
of our personal savings to pay for 
after we married.” Huang said in a 
choked voice, ‘Without the school, 
what should my kid do for the next 
semester? Tuition fees are also a 
problem for us.” Despite her wor- 
ries about the tuition fees, Huang 
insists that she’ll send her son to 
school no matter what. 

The reporter learnt that many 
local families are unlikely to be 
able to afford to send their children 
to school when the spring semester 
begins, although it only costs 200 
yuan. The only reason is that the 
disaster has wiped out the villag- 
er’s savings. 

During the 20 or so days after 
the flood, Zhang kept busy pre- 
paring for the makeshift teaching 
posts. “The school is sure to be re- 
built. No matter how difficult it is, 
we’ll make sure students’ studies 
are uninterrupted.” 

To help schools get classes go- 
ing again, villagers in Qiaoxi town 
donated between 50 and 100 yuan 
each. Although not enough to re- 
build the school, the money can at 
least ensure that classes continue 
in the short term. As far as Zhang 
is concerned, it seems an impos- 
sible dream to build a new school 
with the same level of facilities as 
that destroyed in the flood. 

Wuhai is a poor place. Zhang 
said the rebuilding of school should 
depend on the government. He has 
also sought donations from busi- 
nesses, but found most local enter- 
prises are also experiencing a hard 
time. 
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Xiao Xiao No.3 


By Zhao Pu 

‘Flashmaker’ (|X|^) has become a fa- 
miliar name for designers of animations, 
multimedia presentations, and Web sites 
using Macromedia Flash software over 
the last two years in China. 

Xiao Xiao, one of the top flashmakers 
in China, can easily be recognized by his 
punchy design of the martial arts figures 
in his Xiao Xiao Series. The 25-year-old 
flashmaker has enraptured thousands of 
Internet surfers with his talented cre- 
ations. Xiao Xiao’s real name is Zhu Zhiq- 
iang, ‘Xiao Xiao’ (/JvJ\, ‘small small’) is his 
nickname on the Internet. 

Starting from an obscure corner on the 
Internet, a new form of media has crept 
into our daily lives. While bus passengers 
are softly singing the song Dongbei People 
by Xue Cun, and young people are talking 
about the mah-jong in Lao Jiang’s Rock & 
Roll on the Road of the New Long March , 
little kids are imitating the martial arts 
fighting in Xiao Xiao’s animation, show- 
ing the trend cannot be ignored. 

These adventurous flashmakers have 
opened up a whole new creative space, 
where ideas and inspiration can be 
breathed out so extremely, persistently, 
ecstatically and freely. Over the last two 
years, an army of flashmakers has rapidly 
enlarged from several hundred in 1999 to 
some 60 thousand by the end of 2001. 

Childhood animation fan 

Most people had dreams in their child- 
hood, some realized, but more vanished 
and forgotten. Xiao Xiao is one of those 
lucky birds to see his childhood dream 
take wing and fly. 

“Those years of my childhood were all 
devoted to cartoon and animation draw- 
ing,” he said. Cartoons make for the stron- 
gest colors remaining on the palette of 
his childhood memory. He fell in love with 
cartoons when the Seven Dragon Ball (a 
Japanese cartoon) appeared in domestic 
market. “I tried to imitate the figures 
in that cartoon, which prepared for the 
launch of my animation dream,” explained 
Xiao. 

He confessed that he was never a good 
student in school, “the classes I liked best 
were art and handicraft.” Whenever his 
hand got its grip on a pen and paper, 
he began to draw. The hours spent in 
Chinese, mathematics, English, and his- 
tory classes at school were also devoted to 
drawing. 

‘Mini figures’ practicing martial arts 
won his attention as subjects. “Most of my 
inspiration came from Jackie Chan’s mov- 
ies,” Xiao Xiao said those little figures en- 
gaged in combat were his favorite. 

He used textbooks as his picture al- 
bums, not only his own textbooks, but also 
those of his classmates and elder brother. 
He drew his mini fighters on the edge of 
every page of the textbooks, so when he 
flicked through a book, the miniature mar- 
tial arts figures become animated. “This 
took a lot of time and energy, but brought 
me more fun and pleasure,” Xiao Xiao 
smiled when recalling his childhood hob- 
by. 

Once Xiao Xiao stole a book from his 
father’s bookshelf to continue his work, 
since the book was thicker than any of his 
textbook and the paper was finer. His fa- 
ther found him out when he finished half 
of the book. “My dad was very angry at 
first, that book happened to be a present 
from a friend and had been kept aside 
for many years.” He still seems regretful 
when speaking of his father’s unfortunate 
book. His father didn’t punish him how- 
ever, but felt content after discovering his 
talent in drawing. 

“The mini fighters grew more and more 
efficient and experienced in their martial 
arts, as I spent years on them,” Xiao 
Xiao was accompanied by his little figures 
through his childhood. At the time he had 
little inkling they would constitute the 
major part of his future career years later 
in Beijing. 

Besides martial arts fighters, he ex- 
celled at sketching. He worked for a photo 
studio after graduation from high school, 
and drew portraits for customers. 

From designer to flashmaker 

Five years ago, Xiao Xiao left his home- 
town in northeast China’s Jilin Province 
and came to Beijing at the age of 20. He 
was introduced by a friend of his brother 
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Comments from the Internet on 
Xiao Xiao No - 3: 

Yikong 88: The martial arts in this flash 
are brilliant, all Chinese action movie direc- 
tors should learn from this flash. 

Super_hb: It’s cool! But I think that it 
would be better with sound effects, which 
would make it livelier. 

Anncandyellanjulia: Strong individuali- 
ty, and violent. 

Evailikeit: The design is neat. Strong 
continuity, and vigor, great imagination. I 
think he can make a good action director 
for Jackie Chan. 

Linzi-z: It seems incredible to be able 
to create such splendid action scenes with 
these simple line drawings. 

Jonne: Xiao Xiao is probably not only a su- 
perb flash maker, but also a martial arts su- 
perior. 

Huachahuacha: The flashes from this 
series are perfect! I hope Xiao Xiao will 
develop some other themes on this idea, 
like sports. Just imagine if tens of these 
mini figures attended a basketball or box- 
ing match. That would be interesting. 

Czgsn2001 : I’ve seen this flash 11 times, 
plus once in a dream. I dreamt that I was 
the hero in this fight. 


to work as an art designer in a small print 
film company. 

Life was hard at first in the capital far- 
away from home. His monthly salary was 
only 800 yuan for the first job. He lived 
in that private company and worked very 
hard. “I worked overtime almost every- 
day, once clocking up 220 extra hours in 
just one month,” Xiao Xiao recalled the 
hard time he had endured in Beijing. He 
learned a lot from his first job, especially 
in designing, which stood him in good 
stead for later work and also in his flash 
production. 

Xiao Xiao is a quiet young man, easy- 
going and a little shy; he spoke very slow- 
ly and it takes him longer than others 
to put his ideas into words. But when it 
comes to design and flash he resolutely 
sticks to his own ideas. “I am always ad- 
amant about my design,” he confessed. 
That resulted in dismissal from his first 
job. “My Taiwanese boss couldn’t bear 
my stubbornness and I couldn’t stand 
his arbitrary changes on my designs,” he 
smiled. 

His second job was similar to the first 
one, but he had his first encounter with a 
computer, which became the turning point 
of his life. There was only one computer 
in that company, which was for the exclu- 
sive use of the accountant. Xiao Xiao was 
fascinated by the electronic brain and its 
special languages. “I spend most of my lei- 
sure time in the accountant’s room learn- 
ing about the computer,” he said that he 
felt his life coming alight with that com- 
puter. 

He still remembers the first flash he 
saw on the Internet, “it was Rock & Roll 
on the Road of the New Long March made 
by Lao Jiang (another outstanding flash- 
maker in Beijing), I liked it very much.” 
Full of inspiration from Lao Jiang’s flash, 
he thought about moving his childhood 
martial arts fighters from the edge of text- 
book pages into a flash, “I felt that I had 
found the way for my animation dream.” 

He began to produce his Xiao Xiao 
Series from Spring 2000. When he first 
presented his work on the Internet, un- 
expected applause for his talent poured 
in. “During the first two days, I received 
dozens of emails from people who have 
watched my production, expressing their 
appreciation and encouraging me.” From 
the third day, his mailbox was daily 
crammed with hundreds of emails from 
interested viewers. 

He was invited by Sohu.com in October 
2000 to work as an Internet designer. The 
experience at Sohu.com proved fulfilling 
and beneficial for him in further study of 
techniques in flash making. 

He soon felt however that the limita- 
tions of leisure time did not allow him the 
space or energy for further creation. So 
seven months later, he quit and became a 
‘professional’ flashmaker at home. 

A soul fired by animation 

Xiao Xiao now rubs shoulders with the 
best flashmakers in China: he won the 
Best Flash Game 2001 prize on the lead- 
ing portal for flash work in China, Flash 
Empire (flash.ting365.com). But the most 
exciting point for him is not fame or priz- 
es, but the realization of his childhood 
dream: animation. 

This makes him different from most 
other flashmakers in China who are ori- 
ented towards flash making itself. Xiao 
Xiao cares more about his animation, in 
which mini figures fight each other with 
martial arts, swords or guns. 

But it seems that his life has hardly 
changed or been affected by these pos- 
sibilities. He stays at home most of the 
time and seldom goes out, except for some 
flashmaker get-togethers and activities. 
All of his time is devoted to animation. 

Xiao Xiao has made flashes for some 
big companies like Hewlett-Packard and 
Motorola, and has signed a contract with a 
Korean company for presenting his flash- 
es in Korea. “I feel lucky to be able to com- 
bine my interest and career in one,” he 
said. 

Many people do not see the future of 
flash making as especially bright, though 
it’s popular now. Xiao Xiao still holds that 
he will continue with animation making 
in the future, in whatever form, whether 
flash or something else. “I will also make 
TV and movie animation in the future,” he 
confidently predicted. 


® Showing a portait of 
Hong Kong movie star 
Cherie Chung he drew 
more than 10 years ago 


(2 ) Xiao Xiao collects many 


action movies 


® Teaching his parents to 
play his flash game 


© Designing No. 8 flash 
for his Xiao Xiao Series 

Photos by Zhuang Jian 


Where to find Xiao Xiao 
Series: 

flash.ting365.com 
Contact Xiao Xaio: 


www.xiaoxiaomovie.com 


xiaoxiao@xiaoxiaomovie.com 


We are interested in reporting common people, their stories, their feel- 
ings. If you have any personal experiences or you know someone who have 
such experiences, please contact us. 

We would like to help you if you have any trouble, we would like to 
share your happiness if you are cheerful. 

Our E-mail Address is: portrait ynet.com 

Our Fax Number is: ( 01 0)65902525 
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By Miao Yajie 

W e live in an era in which 
people seek to maxi- 
mize their time, but end 
up having none at all. 

To write a letter with a pen, 
not a keyboard, for many people 
has become a distant memory, 
let alone with a writing brush. 

The writing brush along with 
ink stick, xuan paper and ink 
slab, Tour treasures of the study 
no longer exists in 
the studies of most so-called 
intellectuals. 

People want things ‘fast’ not 

‘elegant’: women have their hair _ . 7 7 7 

, n , , r ,1 i n 1 rimming brush hair 

cut short not for the sake of & 


beauty but for making 
things less ‘compli- 
cated’. So, does any- 
body still care about 
making a good writ- 
ing brush? Would any- 
body trouble himself 
to sit before a table, 
deal with hairs of wea- 
sels, goats, and rab- 
bits, soak his hands in 
lime and water all year round, 
sort the hairs out according to 
the sizes of brush, all manually, 
go through a more than 30-step 
process, to make a good writing 
brush? 

Dai Yue Xuan(|^ /I ), a brush 
store with 86 years of history lo- 
cated at Liulichang, gives us a 
resolute response. 

Chairman Mao’s special 
brush 

Each of the ‘four treasures of 
the study’ has a specific produc- 
tion place. For the writing brush, 
the Mecca is Huzhou in Zhejing 
province, a two-hour train jour- 
ney from the famous tourist re- 
sort of Hangzhou. 

Regions south of the Yangtze 
River boast a galaxy of talents, 
so culture related industries 
flourished. To make xuan paper 
needs good bark, to make an ink 
slab needs good stone, and to 
make a brush needs good hair. 
Huzhou is rich in good quality 
goat’s hair. 

Dai Bin, styled Yuexuan, from 
Huzhou, the founder of Dai Yue 
Xuan, established his store in 
Beijing in 1916. He gradually 
gained a firm foothold in the mar- 
ket by diligently improving his 
professional skills. Many modern 
writers and painters such as Li- 
ang Qichao, Lu Xun, Qi Baishi 
were his customers. 

The pride of Dai Yue Xuan lies 
in the fact that they used to sup- 
ply writing brushes for Chair- 
man Mao Zedong and Premier 
Zhou Enlai. There are still Dai 
Yue Xuan brushes displayed at 
the former study of Mao. “Chair- 
man Mao liked brushes made 
of pure weasel’s hair,” explained 
Chen Peixin, manager of the 
store. “We provided him 20 wea- 
sel hair brushes per month.” 


The Birth of 
A Writing Brush 


Combing brush hair 

Photos by Chen Shuyi 


Making brushes requires a 
quiet heart 

A good brush starts with good 
materials. First, the goat must 
be a Huzhou goat, which lives on 
mulberry leaves. The best hair 
is on its neck, 
then its back 
and flank. Sec- 
ond, the wea- 
sel must be 
of the north- 
eastern Chi- 
nese variety. 

And winter 
weasel is the 
top choice. Be- 
cause of the 
cold weather, 
the north- 
eastern wea- 
sel has longer 

hair than the weasel living in 
warmer climes; also because of 
the cold, the weasel sticks its 
tail up so the hair on the tail is 
not worn out. A tail with hair 
of 50mm to 60mm 
long may cost over 
100 yuan. Third, the 
rabbit hair used is 
also from the Huzhou 
rabbit. The usable 
hair on one rabbit is 
only 20 to 30 or 50 at 
most on its spine, so 
one gram of rabbit hair is worth 
about 200 yuan. 

When suitable raw materials 
are ready, the most crucial link 
to determine the quality of a 
brush is the craftsmanship. All 
the steps of the process are exe- 
cuted purely by the two hands of 
the relevant artisans. 

There are three main divi- 
sions: one group turns the raw 
material into a coarse brush; an- 
other group is responsible for 
trimming the head of the brush, 
getting rid of all unnecessary 


Dai Yue Xuan’s oldest exist 
ing brush, made in 1928 


hair, the last group takes care 
of the inscriptions on the shaft. 
Usually an artisan only knows 
the skills of his own division. Be- 
cause of the trade rules, the hard- 
ship involved in grasping all 
the skills of one 
division, and 
also the dili- 
gence of the in- 
dividual, means 
that some el- 
derly artisans 
who work twen- 
ty or thirty 
years in Dai 
Yue Xuan are 
unable to fin- 
ish one brush 
on their own. 
But there are 
always exceptions. Li Houxian, 
who makes brushes on the spot in 
the store, is among one of them. 

27-year-old Li has been in 
the business for ten years. He 
undertook an apprenticeship in 
his hometown in 
Shandong province 
for two years. Then 
he came to Beijing 
to study under the 
guidance of two 
masters. This ap- 
prenticeship lasted 
for five years before he grasped 
all the skills in the three divi- 
sions, and was able to make a 
brush on his own satisfying both 
the customer and himself. 

Xiao Li said that the better 
the hair is, the harder it is to 
deal with. Many of the steps are 
judged by experience and the 
eye. For example, there is no rul- 
er to measure the diameter of 
the head of the brush, so how 
can a craftsman be sure it fits 
the shaft? By eye and sensation. 
Sometimes the degree of preci- 
sion comes within a few hairs. 


Stumbling into the profession, 
Xiao Li said he now knows it 
suits him perfectly. “I tried once 
to do something else, to escape 
this highly intricate profession, 
but in a very short time I come 
back to it,” said Li. “As your heart 
must quieten down when prac- 
ticing calligraphy, so it is with 
making a brush.” 

Introduce brushes to kids 

The brush-making industry 
has remained unpolluted by ma- 
chines. The craft has been passed 
on for over 2,000 years from mas- 
ter to apprentice. The manual la- 
bor makes the brush itself a piece 
of handiwork. Some say that the 
sound made by the brush 
running on paper is like the 
‘sound of nature’. Unfortu- 
nately it seems the sound 
cannot be appreciated by 
the young generations. 

“Our customers are 
mainly above 40 years old,” 
said Chen Peixin worriedly, 
“There may be a break in 
cultural continuity in the 
years ahead.” 

Chen took his son as an ex- 
ample: no calligraphy class is ar- 
ranged for primary school pupils, 
while thirty to twenty years ago 
when he was in school, there were 
two hours of calligraphy every 
week in class. Of course if you have 
enough money, you can always find 
teachers to teach your kids after 
school, but that is not the point. 

Ironically, most of the young- 
sters who visit Dai Yue Xuan are 
from neighboring countries such 
as Japan, Korea, or Singapore. 

There are art professionals 
and students on the Chinese 
mainland, but Chen said the 
number is too small to sustain 
an industry. 

Meanwhile, Yu Tianying, the 
general manager of Dai Yue Xuan, 
is bothered by another issue: the 
circulation of fake and inferior 
brushes. “The market needs to be 
more regulated,” said Yu. 

There are brushes inscribed 
with ‘pure weasel hair’ in all 
brush stores, with prices start- 
ing from 20 to 50 yuan, only one 
eighth to one third of Dai Yue 
Xuan’s price for the same size 
of brush. But they are not made 
purely with weasel hair. Some 
use dyed rabbit hair, ox hair and 
add nylon for elasticity. Dai Yue 
Xuan dares to promise that their 
pure weasel hair brush is with- 
out a single other hair. 

“Sometimes customers don’t 
have the professional knowledge 
to tell good brushes from bad; that 
hurts the merit of both themselves 
and our brand,” said Yu. “A good 
product deserves fair prices.” 

Address: 73, East street, Li- 
ulichang, Xuanwu District 
?73-f) 

Open: 9:00am-6:00pm (Mon- 
day-Sunday) 


An Eye for Antiques 


By Xuan Zhang 

Are you a frequenter of cu- 
rio markets? Has any of your 
treasured collection turned 
out to be a one hundred per- 
cent fake? Do you want to 
know the value of your Chi- 
nese antiques? 

For collectors, no matter 
how plentiful their capital, no 
matter what they prefer to 
buy, the answers to the above 
three questions are a definite 
yes. No wonder people come 
all the way to the Antique City 
every Wednesday and Satur- 
day, to see 7 8-year-old Sun Xue- 
hai, member of the National 
Connoisseur 
Committee, 
and con- 
sultant of 
Beijing Mu- 
nicipal Cul- 
tural Relics 
Bureau, de- 
termine the 
authenticity 
of antiques on the spot for cu- 
rio lovers. 

People begin their jour- 
ney to search for antiques 
with different backgrounds 
and for different reasons. 
And pure love for culture is 
one of the most popular rea- 
sons. Love is always a good 
thing, but not blind love. 
Blind love between man and 
woman bears no fruit, blind 
love between man and an- 
tiques results in a meaning- 
less waste of money. 

Li Zhaorun, who came to 
Sun last Saturday from his 
home near Tsinghua Univer- 
sity just started his hobby this 
way. At first Li’s interest was 
porcelain. He knew he should 
read books on the subject, 
but unfortunately he didn’t. 
What he didn’t know 
was that there are so 
many crooks in the 
business. He spent lots 
of money on yesterday- 
made porcelain mas- 
querading as Qing, 

Ming and even Yuan 
pieces before he bought 
books to inform him- 
self. “But without a teacher to 
consult with, it is too hard,” 
Li said. Later he dropped the 
heart-breaking porcelain and 
turned carefully to jade by 
first reading books. Now he 
only buys from relatives and 
friends, and never trusts deal- 
ers anymore. 

He brought a set of jade belt 
decorations for authentication, 
all together 12 pieces, each with 
a minority figure on it. He ob- 
tained the set from a relative 
for 6,500 yuan. He thought it 
could be dated back to the Song 


Dynasty (960-1279). 

“The figures are typical 
Tang (618-907) style,” said 
Sun after a few seconds’ care- 
ful examination. “Usually peo- 
ple can only get one or two 
pieces, 12 pieces from one belt 
are rarely seen. If it’s from the 
Tang, it would be worth sever- 
al hundred thousand yuan.” 
Sun held the pieces of jade 
one after another in his hand, 
felt the nature of the jade, 
and evaluated the strokes of 
the figures. “Pretty good,” he 
said finally, “but it’s not that 
old, probably up to Ming Dy- 
nasty (1368-1644).” 

“But it worth the 
price,” he added. 

Many people like 
Li Zhaorun came to 
Sun to see whether 
their collection is 
genuine or fake, or 
whether they are 
worth keeping, and 
some came to him for 
an indication of the proper 
price to sell, Sun explained. 
Since he began regular on-the- 
spot evaluation last month, 
he has seen only a few good 
things, and most of the objects 
are fairly mediocre. If he en- 
counters a fake, he tells the col- 
lector directly so that they can 
learn something, thus, next 
time when they buy they won’t 
make the same mistake. 

To read books first is im- 
portant: one has to acquire 
a basic knowledge of history, 
culture, society and customs. 
Starting as an apprentice dur- 
ing his teenage years to an 
expert, Sun said that expe- 
rience or ‘actual combat’ is 
more important. By going to 
the Palace Museum and His- 
tory Museum for masterpiec- 
es, and by 
learning 
from each 
object, by 
asking for 
advice 
from ex- 
perts, peo- 
ple would 
gradually 

sharpen their eyes. 

The beauty of antique col- 
lecting doesn’t lie in the value 
of the article itself, or in wheth- 
er it will be revalued soon, the 
enjoyment lies in whether we 
learn anything or not. 

Place: IF, Market Depart- 
ment, Antique City (21, Dong- 
sanhuan Nanlu (&-HTTi 
— flcT 5 " %-^p) 

Time: Wed, 9:30am-12:00pm; 
Sat, l:30pm-4:00pm 

Authentication Fee: 50 yuan 
Website: www.antiquecity. 
com.cn 



Li’s jade belt decoration 



Photos by Xuan Zhang 
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pick up your Walnuts on the Xiangshuihu Great Wall \ 

Great Wall, Ancient Mountain, Cleat Spring, Flying Waterfall, 
join us to the Xiangshuihu Great Wall, you will see all the above scenery. 
Xiangshuihu locates at the west part of Mutianyu Huairou. Besides the \ 
lots interesting place, it also has a folurish orchard with apple, date, pear, 
walnut, chestnut, grape, edible wild herbs. \ 

From August 25 to October, Xiangshuihu will have a special activity 
"Visit Great Wall, pick Up Fruits". ^ 

Call now: 010-61631085 61632539 61631588 } 

Take bus: No.916at DongZhimen | 

Website: www.Xiangshuihu.com | 



The Friendship Hotel Recreation Center 

The outdoor swimming pool of the Friendship Hotel is one of the 
highest standard swimming pools of Beijing. The swimming pool 
is equipped with 7-meter diving platforms and delicate diving bo- 
ards. The strict sterilization measures and the circulation system 
ensure the water is always clean. Morning opening 6: 30-8: 30 
RMB30/day, RMB400/month, and RMB 1000/quarter. 

Tel: 68499696 

IMM.^:6:00 - 8:30, 
30S/*,4007E/a 1000 TU/fJto 
68499696 



The Other Side (Bi'an) Diving Club 

The club provides the sports fans with professional service besides fun and coolness in the hot summer. Ad- 
opting sophisticated foreign training textbooks and equipment, the club provides professional training such 
as the swimming and diving courses and organizes diving tours home and abroad. With the inter- 
nationally accepted training method, it takes the trainee only 20 hours to get the CMAS diving certificate 
which is acknowledged all over the world. The trainees have free and flexible choice as to the training time. 
The swimming course consists of elementary level, improving level, advanced level, honored guest class and 
the class paid by the hour.Swimming and diving summer camp 0 Sign up now! 

Time for the opening of the courses: the early April. The trainee can begin the course on signing up at any time. The 
summer courses begin on 1 June. Course time: 9:00 - 20:00, 7 days a week.Time for signing up: 9:00 - 21:00, 7 days a 
week.Place for signing up: The Professional Club of the Friendship Hotel (No. 3, Baishiqiao Road, Haidian District. 200 
meters south of Renmin University.) 

Tel: 68713790 68713791 68498613 Telex: 68713790 

Take buses no. 320, 804, 302 or Yuntong buses no. 104, 105, 205, 106 and get off at Shuang'an Shangchang stop. Or 
take b us no. 811 or Te 6 and get off at Ren ming Daxue stop. 
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I was once a phenome- 
non! So says Han Han in 
the preface of his third 
book Boy, Chaaarging 
through the Wind. 

Just published by Writer’s 
Publishing House this month, 
300,000 copies of Han’s latest 
novel have been sold so far, 
while pirated and fake versions 
have also appeared, says Yuan 
Min, editor of the book. 

Like his first two books, Boy, 
Chaaarging through the Wind 
has not only brought Han Han 
huge fame and a vast income, 
but has also aroused a storm 
in people’s thoughts. This is 
known as the ‘Han Han Phe- 
nomenon’. 

Han Han became a famous 
cultural phenomenon in the year 
2000. Within merely a year, the 
17-year-old young boy won fame 
and fortune with his maiden 
work Three Gates , a long novel 
about school. At almost the same 
time, he dropped out of school af- 
ter failing seven subjects the sec- 
ond time after being put down a 
grade once already. 

Han Han’s sharp criticism 
on the present educational sys- 
tem and his bold action of giv- 
ing up education has caused 
controversy as to whether the 
present educational system is 
suited to some special students 
who are talented in just one 
area, or whether Han Han is 
just a lovable genius for other 
young people to emulate. 

On the other hand, many 
adults just take him as a prob- 
lem boy with some gifts, and 
worry for his future. The most- 
ly heard comment is that if 
high technology and informa- 
tion technology rule our age, 
then someone believing that 
the mere basics of mathemat- 
ics, physics and chemistry com- 
bined with a talent for writing 
are enough is at best naive, at 
worst ridiculous. 

As others passionately dis- 
cuss the ‘Han Han Phenome- 
non’, the young man himself 
appears as an onlooker. “Such 
argument is of no meaning. No 
one is able to change anyone 
else,” Han Han says. Just tak- 
ing writing as a present career 
to make a life, Han refuses to 
make plans for the future. Any- 
thing is possible but everything 
is unpredictable: that is his re- 
ply to people. 

By Shi Xinyu 

Here is a novel about a young 
man’s growth; ironic, witty and 
sophisticated. 

Boy, Chaaarging 
through the Wind 

By Han Han 
Pblished by 

China Writer’s Publishing 
House in January 2002 
Price: RMB16 


Preface to Boy, Chaaarging through the Wind 



I spent roughly one year 
writing these hundred 
thousand words. I wrote 
intermittently and some- 
times I even forgot what I had 
already completed. In that case, 
I had to skip and alternatively 
started to tell another story. All 
this has nothing to do whatsoev- 
er with narrative style or literary 
skill; instead, they are merely at- 
tributed to my idleness. I must 
make this point clear here in 
case some experts or great au- 
thorities say something unintel- 
ligent in the future. 

Just one year ago, I was a 
phenomenon. Then many others 
strove to create some phenome- 
na after me. Actually, I had not 
meant that at all. I would rather 
do something instead of just ar- 
guing all the time. Such argu- 
ment has no meaning. No one is 
able to change anyone else. 

The Three Gates is a book 
to which I had devoted most of 
my energy. I will not allow those 
so-called specialists, professors, 
authoritative scholars or anyone 
else like them to make any com- 
ments before they read it. That 
gang of people is really some- 
thing. They are able to analyze 
the book clearly and logically 
without reading it at all. Such 
ability might be due to the ‘ad- 


vanced education’ they received. 

After the publication of the 
Three Gates , many pirated and 
fake versions have appeared, 
such as Out of the Three Gates , 
Three Gates II, Vitality. I do not 
strongly oppose people pirating 
my books. I merely wish that they 
would show respect to the orig- 
inal book and pirate with some 
principles. For instance, please 
avoid interrupted or discontinu- 
ous pages or putting others’ la- 
bor under my name. Also I wish 
they could laser scan the whole 
book instead of retyping and re- 
printing so that errors could be 
avoided. We usually say the thief 
also has his ethics, which means 
that piracy should also have its 
professional morality. You have 
won a huge profit overnight; why 
not spend a little more effort and 
time? 

This is the third book I wrote. 

I also want to say that I am 
not that kind of so-called ‘cyni- 
cal youth’. Apart from sometimes 
looking at the prices of cars I like 
and then comparing them with 
the international market, actu- 
ally I seldom complain. I am just 
doing what I like. I do not think 
it necessary for anyone else to 
give me directions. 

— Han Han 
(Translated by Zhang Wei) 


Picture of Han Han, Provided by PHOTO COME 


Extracts from 

Boy, Chaaarging through the Wind: 

100 

In a word, I am utterly disappointed about 
this place. Since I was aware of my sensibility I 
became despondent about every school where 
I received education. It is even more depress- 
ing that I was always full of hope for those 
schools before I attended them. 

101 

No matter from where or when I graduat- 
ed, I could never sense the reluctance, as de- 
picted in some radio programs, in parting with 
old classmates. Those crying their eyes out or 
those bitterly sorrowful at the time of gradu- 
ation seem nutty to me. My conclusion is that 
those guys must have experienced nothing, or 
must be incapable of enduring anything more 
to such an extent that they are uncomfort- 
able when a form disintegrates while the indi- 


viduals that made that form still exist. 

The alleged farewell is actually nothing 
but a class ruled by a teacher disintegrat- 
ing. E3ut those teachers still remain there 
unchanged. f3ut we won’t see the difficult, 
disliked students any more. So the farewell 
should be something congratulatory. As for 
others, we continue to 
court those we like and 
give those we hate a good 
dressing down. Nothing 
is affected. As for the 
records we wrote of our 
classmates, they are in 
fact thoroughly decep- 
tive. Once I read a record 
of my friend’s and it 
seemed that a gang of 
guys was writing laments 
for each other. 


182 

Recently I have been indulging in refitting 
cars and I even set up a store with my friends 
providing a refitting service. We all prefer cars. 
A good car is safer than a woman. For example, 
the car will not desert you with the excuse that 
she has found a new master. She will not spend 
30 minutes applying lipstick on her 
bonnet when you have to leave in an 
emergency. She will not say that she 
is in her period and cannot start 
out the otherwise coziness of driv- 
ing when you are in need. When an- 
other martial jeep passes by, she 
will not get so excited that she can- 
not shut down even upon arriving at 
home. Problems like skidding will not 
happen to her when you drive vio- 
lently. She will not demand you to 
alter her color every two or three 


days refusing otherwise to go into the street. 
She will not require the sole use of Shell claiming 
otherwise to be insufficiently lubricated. She 
will not slap you in the face when you inadver- 
tently pull the cylinder. All you need to do is 
spend some money purchasing her, then give her 
some maintenance every five kilometers driving 
instead of one hour every morning and chang- 
ing the machine oil filter, the petrol filter, as well 
as the air filter. You also just need to change 
several spark plugs every 20,000 kilometers, 
and the brake oil for the shock absorber every 
30,000 kilometers. After 40,000 kilometers, 
you need to change the brake padsand examine 
the brake disks. After 60,000 kilometers, you 
need to change the brake disks and the brake 
drums; after 30,000 kilometers, the tires and 
finally after 100,000 kilometers, sell it as a 
secondhand car. 

(Translated by Zhang Wei) 
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Photo by Cui Jun 
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Wish we were honest and faithful. Meiao man seeking for greater perfection gives you delightfully fresh 
living space. 

Professional import facilities with excellent kit, high quality service staffs with high level and 
standardization. 

House keeping: 

Cleaning defecating sterilzing for new residence. 

Floor maintaining, face-lifting polishing in kitchen and toilet. 

Commercial preserves: 

Serrice for offices, hotels, business buildings, hospitals communities, super markets, etc. 

Carpet cleaning: 

Cleaning and mainteance for all kinds of carpet. 
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By Shi Xinyu 

Zhuo Shunguo, the 
GM of Beijing Forbid- 
den City & Trinity Pic- 
tures, confirms that its 
A-G (Avant-garde) Arts 
Film Project is suffering 
a freezing winter main- 
ly due to inappropriate 
operating methods. 

What’s going on? 

Only one member of 
staff has remained in 
the project, and with no 
more prospective films 
in hand, the slender box 
income cannot even cov- 
er the expenses of pur- 
chasing film copies, “I 
do not know how long 
the project can last,” 
said Xu Wen, one of the 
former A-G Arts Film 
Project managers who 
resigned last Friday 

A direct outcome of 
this dire situation is the 
complaints from mem- 
ber cinemas. 7 0% to 80% 
vacant seats in every 
projecting hall from the 
beginning till now give 
them reasons to doubt 
whether the Beijing For- 
bidden City & Trinity 
Pictures properly per- 
formed its contracted 
role of promotion. “I re- 
ceived complaints’ calls 
from cinemas almost ev- 
eryday and had to ex- 
plain to them that time 
and time again nothing 
proved effective,” said 
Xu, ‘Whether they were 
convinced or not, the low 
box records must have 
hurt the cinemas’ prof- 
its and made other cin- 
emas draw back from 
being our members.” 

What’s wrong? 

Initiated last Sep- 
tember, A-G Arts Film 
Project is the first at- 
tempt in China to separate arts films from popular ones. Now 
it owns 13 member cinemas throughout China, among which, 
Da Hua and Xin Dong’an are in Beijing, and has presented 
three films: Lunar Eclipse , Postman in the Mountains , and 
One Hundred. 

As Zhuo Shunguo says, the purpose of the project is 


to “give cinemagoers op- 
portunities to watch non- 
mainstream films rarely 
seen”. Since most of the 
films are low-cost produc- 
tions and are not made to 
appeal to all kinds of peo- 
ple, the Beijing Forbidden 
City & Trinity Pictures 
felt it was unnecessary to 
spend much money and 
energy on their promo- 
tion. “We expected the 
films could advertise by 
themselves among arts 
film fans,” Zhuo says. “But 
things did not go as well 
as we had expected.” 
Attracting low box of- 
fice ratings and limited 
membership, along with 
the drying up of available 
films finally led the proj- 
ect into a vicious circle. 
“All directors and produc- 
ers expect their films to 
bring them fame or for- 
tune or both,” said Zhuo 
Shunguo, “And the first 
way to achieve that goal 
is to bring their films clos- 
er to a wider range of au- 
diences. So that’s it: now 
they are doubting our re- 
leasing capacity and are 
not willing to give their 
films to us.” 

What’s next? 

Presently the A-G Arts 
Film Project is still 
running by lengthening 
the screening time of 
Postman in the Moun- 
tains and One Hundred. 
Beijing Forbidden City 
& Trinity Pictures has 
no plans to give up in 
the near future. “Anyway, 
having something is bet- 
ter than nothing,” Zhuo 
concludes. 

The reliable average 
of 20%- 30% punters and 
a few fans’ enthusiastic 
comments after seeing 
the films reveal that these arts films do have their own share 
in the current market. It is the unprofessional management 
system that is pushing the A-G Arts Film Project into a cri- 
sis. So whether the project will survive the freezing winter de- 
pends mainly on what measures the Beijing Forbidden City & 
Trinity Pictures will take to warm things up. 


Arts Films 
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By Zhu Lin 

Death and the Maiden , a chilling drama 
on stage at the Mini Theater of the People’s 
Art Theater until January 20 has pounded 
the hearts of Chinese audiences by its un- 
compromising plunge into the soul. 

Written by Chilean author Arial Dorf- 
man, the story takes an unusual approach 
to political atrocities. Paulina is housewife 
to a prominent lawyer in South America. 
One day her husband rides home with Dr. 
Miranda, a stranger he meets on the way 
home. She is convinced that he was part 
of the old fascist regime that tortured and 
raped her while blindfolded fifteen years 
ago during the country’s dictatorship. Pau- 
lina takes him captive to determine the 
‘truth’. She refuses to let him go until he 
confesses his crime to her. 

Dorfman wrote the play after his coun- 
try won back democracy in 1990. “Only af- 
ter showing the pain and tragedy stored at 
the bottom of our hearts, will we be able to 
strengthen our democracy,” he emphasized. 


He expressed the pain on stage in order not 
to forget. “We can never forget, but must 
forgive,” he said. But the premise of forgive- 
ness is confession. 

The possibility of being a Dr. Miranda is 
always there within everybody, unless we 
ask ourselves from our innermost depths, 
“Did I confess?” 

The process is painful, to be sure. When 
the three characters start to face the 
past, everyone is tormented. Painstaking 
struggles clash between morality and lust, 
confession and retribution, revenge and for- 
giveness. Jia Yulan, the actress of Paulina 
can never smile when she receives applause 
after the drama is finished. She’s too im- 
mersed in the character. “Many people told 
me in tears that they didn’t expect to see 
such a play,” she said. 

“I haven’t seen any Chinese dramas 
dealing with the problem of confession, or 
engaging in a deep discussion of the vic- 
tim’s inner pain,” said Lu Min, expert in 
Chinese drama literature. 


Blue Romance 
Gains Double Honor 

By Zhu Lin 

Blue Romance , the concert performed at the 
Poly Theater, did extremely well at the box office, 
winning the thumbs up from audiences. 

After an investment of three million yuan, the 
concert has already gained four million yuan in 
takings from January 11 to 18. This robust prof- 
it of one million yuan is equivalent to the total 
profit from last year of the performing company, 
Oriental Song & Dance Ensemble. 

The concert displays an impressive variety. 
The exotic taste of Irish dance, tap dance and In- 
dian dance caught the audiences’ eye. “We con- 
sider the audience from every aspect to make the 
concert more interesting,” said Tian Junli, direc- 
tor of the ensemble, “We intend to cause a visual 
impact every eight minutes.” 



Photo hy Cui Jun 


TEL: 68997124 $8311626 





✓J\ 


ZiyiXuan Baochi Lou 
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3rd Floot Building B, 
Donghuan Guangchang, 

29 Dongzhong jie, 

Dongcheng District 

29 jfr® Bi3i 

11:00-14:30,17:00-22:00 

6856.9388 


Beijing Roast Duck 

fo-t JZ 

Building3,Tuanjie Lake,Chaoyang District 

11:40-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6852.4003 

Bianyifang Roast Duck Restaurant 

2 A Chongwenmenwai Dajie,ChongwenDistrict 
2 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

Tel:6712.0505 


Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant 


Welcome to our Spice Orchids Thai Restaurant. 

Our features are undeniable: Walls decorated in purple and deep wine red;colors that really work 
together to produce a harmony;food that lie on in its contrasts;chefs that create a wonderful medley 
of hot, cool, sour, sweet, crunchy and soft dishes.Fish cake, deep-fried Taro, Green Pepper & Red Curry 
Fried with Beef and Minced meat fried with Basil leaves are not to be missed. 

And, we have an unique Chinese name,Tai Xiang La, which means Spicy Thai Restaurant, verbally; 
and Very Good Smell, phonetically. 

You're likely to satisfy your taste buds for a mere of RMB18 up, with weekday set lunch from 
RMB25-50. Tasty and inexpensive.A very good casual dining experience. 

Add: 8 South Street, Guan Dong Dian,Chaoyang District. 

(North of Kerry Centre Hotel and the back of Hot-Point Disco) 

Tel:6591.7726 Fax:6591.7926 


CLUB GREEN 

BEST CLUB IN BEIJING 

ADD: Land mark Tower 1/F 8North Dong San 
Huan Road, chaoyang District Beijing 

Milt: 

TEL: (010)65906999 65906688 - 2988 

COME & BE AS COOL AS 

GREEN 



New French Restaurant Now Open! 

W ft §PiSiTl,±S Fd fIR” . 

Spoil yourself with genuine French fare and ambiance and a superb vairety of wines 
at the Roland Garros restaurant. Close a full evening of relaxation with a choice of 
dramatic desserts, coffees, and Cuban cigars. 

£= • *nfc»Traijc±H>S5£#/T 

Roland Garros Restaurant 
Open: 1 1 :00-24:00 Daily 

Address:North Entrance Chaoyang Tennis Club 
Nongzhan Nanlu, Chaoyang District 
Telephone:6508-91 00 


ROLAND GARROS 

RESTAURANT & BAR , BEIJING , CHINA 


BEIJING FANTASY WORLD CLUB 

It offers a full range of services, including fine rooms, restaurants and entertainment 
centre. 

FU LIN Seafood Restaurant: more than 1 00 kinds of fresh seafood are now 20% off. 
Korean Flavour Restaurant: newly open, supply Korean food and barbecue. 20% off. 
Entertinment Centre: Bowling, billiards, karaoke and gynimasium. 

Tel:(0 1 0)68843388-7 1 8/620 

Add: 1 Gu Cheng Nan Lu Shijingshan District 

(100 meters in west from Gu Cheng metro station) 

%tS":(0 10)68843388-7 18/620 

El IXtTM 1 U-UlilUfT+rMyi'iFf 100 /ft) 


Donglaishun Restaurant 

5/F,Xindong'an Plaza, Wangfujing 
Da jie, Dongcheng District 

11:00-14:00,17:00-21:30 

6528.0932 


Fan Shi Gang 

140 Andingdajie, Dongcheng District 

140 -Sj- 

9:00-23:00 

64042187 


ft % ^ fisO- 

Night of Beijing Restaurant 

Special offer of seafood as well as many other dishes and salads: shrimp: 

RMB38; lobster / clam: RMB98 

Pleasant ambience and sufficient parking space. 

Address: 1 Dayabao Alley, Dongcheng District 
Tel: 65272672, 65272704 ext 8865 

Ssi m&ma 

SUIT 38 7zMbT/WiM$ 98 7u 

&+« io jtmikm firm mmummm - 

rtis^fBjXMjris , wmmm , ft . 
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Collectable 

Comics 


Panjiayuan 


By Li Dan 

Children’s picture-story books (Xiaorenshu) are 
for many Chinese adults a vivid reminder of 
childhood. These little comic books, no bigger 
than a post-card, feature a picture on each 
page with two or three lines of text below The 
content includes folk tales, literary classics, and 
movie stories both from home and abroad. From 
liberation to the late 1980s, you might be surprised 
to know that nearly all children in China learned 
to read from Xiaorenshu when they were still very 
young. They only cost a few fen (cents) and each 
were frequently exchanged among children. 

Since the beginning of the 1990s, publishing 
houses stopped publishing Xiaorenshu, which 
had been supplanted in popularity by larger and 
more expensive books. Xiaorenshu gradually 
disappeared from the scene and for a time, were 
almost impossible to find. However in recent 
years, the little comic books have attracted the 
attention of collectors, in particular those that 
were drawn by famous artists of the time. 

Now these picture-story books sell for amazing 
prices. For example, a series of 
How is the Steel Tempered (ifitik 
published before 
1965 can fetch 2,000-3,000 yuan. 
Later editions, published in the 
1970s sell for 80-100 yuan, while 
those published toward the end 
of the ‘80s can be picked up for 
13 yuan each. Original picture 
book versions of Water Margin (zMf ), Lu Xun 
in Guanzhou ‘hi), A Dream of Red 

Mansions can all bring several thousand 

yuan. The most valuable Xiaorenshu is The Story 
of Three Kingdoms (-X 0 X), an ancient Chinese 

military novel that remains popular today. The 
full set of 48 books is these days worth 3,600 
yuan, an extraordinary price considering that 
they could be bought for only several fen (cents) 
per book 30 or 40 years ago! 

Xiaorenshu are these days only found in 
flea markets. Panjiayuan is the biggest center 
for buying and selling them in Beijing. Each 
weekend scores of Xiaorenshu enthusiasts come 
to scour the stalls for their favorites. It seems 
children now have more colorful cartoon books 
than in the past, but more and more adults are 
showing an interest in this special field. They 
make wonderful souvenirs of a visit to China, 
and you might even start your own collection. 
Remember, the first edition and the first printed 
are always the most precious. 

Where: Panjiayuan Flea Market, turn right 
from the main gate to the open western market. 

Open: 8am - 5pm, Sat & Sun. 



Flea Market 



Cover of capture and release of Cao Cao — from The Story of Three Kingdoms 


New Classic Style 
Peking Duck 


By Li Dan 

Peking Duck has a 
long history, the well- 
known Quanjude Peking 
Duck Restaurant was 
established more than 
100 years ago; however 
not so many people know 
that there is also an old 
brand duck-raising farm 
- the Beijing Golden Star 
Duck Center. 

Duck aficionados all 
know that ducks from 
the Beijing Golden Star 
Duck Center are second 
to none with their fleshy 
and tender meat. The 
center provides ducks to 
all Beijing’s top Peking 
Duck restaurants; Quanjude (4^8U40, 
Bianyifang (JILJl^), Jiuhuashan (fbfhiL) 
and Yawang (f4-L). Now, Beijing Golden 
Star Duck Center has opened its own 
roast duck restaurant, and more and 
more people are finding out that there 
is another wonderful place to experience 
genuine Peking Duck, that is Qingcui 
Peking Duck Restaurant. The restaurant 
boasts the best-quality ducks, of course, 


prepared by experienced 
chefs, with golden 
roasted crispy skin. The 
crepes here look like 
the wings of a cicada 
and have the texture 
of silk. Unlike other 
restaurants specializing 
in Peking Duck, the 
walls of Qingcui are 
covered posters 
introducing the culture 
of Peking Duck and 
pictures of Beijing Duck, 
some are charmingly 
naive, and some are 
elegant and poised. 

After experiencing 
the solemnity and 
quietness of the nearby 
Yonghegong (Lama Temple), you might 
like to come here to sample some genuine 
Beijing Duck culture, at an unexpectedly 
cheap price. 

Add: 3 Hepingdongjie £#f), 

Dongcheng District, opposite National 
Forestry Bureau, Qingcui Peking Roast 
Duck Restaurant Price: 68 

yuan/per duck. Open: daily, 11am - 2:30pm; 
5pm - 9:30pm. Tel: 84224649. 



Photo by Zhuang Jian 


International Shopping at The 
Palace Hotel Arcade 

Six new shops are soon to 
open, two of which will be their 
company’s first and only store 
in China: Tiffany & Co and 
Piaget; plus the flagship stores 
of Cartier, Christian Dior and 
Prada; as well as a new Davidoff 
shop. Tel: 65126192. 

2nd Chaoyang Shopping 
Festival 

Famous national clothing 
brands gather in Beijing to 


welcome the arrival 
of Spring Festival, 
with far lower prices 
than usual. Where: 

China World Trade 
Center. When: till 
Feb 5. Tel: 65052288 
ext 85284. 

Beijing Lufthansa Friend-ship 
Shopping City (fk vf) 

The imminent Spring Festival 
will bring a brand new year, the 
year of the horse. The shopping 
center espeically presents a series 


products related to the 
image of the horse, 
including decos, works 
of art, gifts, jewelries, 
clothes and toys. 
When: till Spring 
Festival. Tel: 
64651851. 

Guiyou Shopping Mall (1/MO 
A month-long Treasure Hunt. 
Nearly ten thousand designs of 
jewelry and accessories are on 
sale at unpredented prices. Gold 
80 yuan/per gram. ChowTaiFook, 


15%. When: Jan 18-Feb 18. Kuuki 
30-50%, Beirm, Julio 30-60%, 
Roma 20-40%, Romaster 30%, 
Lozio 20-60%, Sierli 40%, Bluzzi- 
Dress 35-70% and more. When: 
Jan 18-Jan 20, weekends. Tel: 
85629122. 

ItoYokado (%■£) 

There will be traditional 
performances to give an eye-opener 
to Chinese folk culture. Where: 
bus 112, 115 to Shilipu, Chaoyang 
District. When: Jan 20, 2pm-4pm. 
Tel: 65561352 ext 1353. 


IVI si 1 1 INI ews 
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Harry Potter Hype Hits Beijing 

By Jiao Pei 

Harry Potter, in case 
you didn’t know, is the 
young hero of four (so far) 
wildly popular books, the 
first of which has been 
adapted into an even more 
wildly popular movie. 

Harry is a young English 
wizard, who fights bravely 
against the forces of evil. 

The movie, a hugely hyped 
fantasy, has weaved magic 
in North American box offices, whipping up a record $93.5 million in 
the first three days after its release. 

And of course wherever there’s a successful movie, 
merchandising is never far behind! Swedish toy manufacturer Logo 
reports hot sales already in Beijing of toys of the six main characters; 
Harry and his friends Ron and Hermione, Hagrid the groundskeeper, 
headmaster Albus Dumbledore and Professor Snape, as well as 
models of Hogwarts, the school for magic. The toys are made of plastic 
cement, and each one can be assembled in several different shapes. 
They are suitable for kids from five or six years old to over ten years 
old, or even grown up Harry Potter fans. The toys are not just cute 
to look at, they also feature special tricks, such as a magic wand that 
opens a treasure chest! 

It is unusual for such toys to appear in Beijing in step with 
an international movie release. Since going on sale here, the most 
popular models have already sold out, however don’t despair! More 
stock is expected by Spring Festival. As well as the characters from 
the movie, other toys are also available, including: The sorting hat, 
75 yuan; The final battle, 115 yuan; The magic chess room, 228 
yuan; The classroom of Professor Snape (sold out!); The forbidden 
corridor, 375 yuan; The small house of Hagrid, 375 yuan; Also 
Hogwarts School of Magic, 988 yuan, the Hogwarts Express, 568 
yuan. 

Add: the Lufthansa Shopping City, Dongsanhuanlu, Chaoyang 
District. Open: 9am - 10pm. Tel: 64651188-218. 

China Street - China Trend 


By Li Dan 

An east wind has been 
blowing in the international 
fashion world in recent 
years, with not only foreign 
stars and famous models 
embracing Chinese styles, 
but also Chinese people 
themselves harkening back 
to olden times in the way 
they dress. Chinese style 
clothing adds happiness to 
Spring and Mid Autumn 
Festivals and weddings, and is always eye-catching at parties, and 
traditional Chinese furniture is also becoming more and more popular. 

It is not hard to find traditional Chinese products all over Beijing, 
but you might have to do a lot of walking, or spend a lot of time stuck 
in traffic jams to find all you are looking for. China Street at Guomao 
(China World Trade Center) boasts some ten individual stores. They all 
feature a strong traditional Chinese sense, but each has its individual 
and distinctive theme. These stores’ decor and products demonstrate 
the owners’ understanding of and enthusiasm for Chinese culture. Each 
product tells a story, each detail touches the heart. Take Chinese clothing 
as an example. There are many brands here, like simple but elegant 
Mysterious Garments, classical Solo, fashionable DreamWeaver, east 
meets west at Tian Art and Yan Bing Bing and reserved Shanghai Xu. 
Some of the stores have custom-tailors to ensure a perfect fit. 

To give your living room a more Chinese flavor, you might visit 
Zhang’s Textiles for late Qing Dynasty embroidered pieces and for old 
furniture from the post- 19 11 period. You can also discuss with the 
owner your personal understanding of Chinese culture. In Huangjin 
Homesilk, specializing in royal-style silk decorations for bed, dining 
and living room, you can decorate your room in gorgeous traditional 
Chinese style, but maintain a modem feel. 

Add: near the skating rink, China World Shopping Mall, China 
World Trade Center (take bus 1, 4, 57, 28, 48, 9 or subway to 
Guomao). Tel: 65052288 ext 80201. 
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BEIJING PRE-MEDIA Advertising Co.,Ltd. is the 
PRE^MiDIA exclusive advertising agency of the Business Ser- 
vice page of ((Beijing Today)). We will play the bridge 
on the cooperation between bussiness service com- 
pany of our country and foreign business. 


AD PLACECr^rt#) 

Business surrogate relate to foreigner, enterprise 
registration, tax service, trademark, patent and 
copyright registration, etc. 

Business training and cooperation 

International transport 

Technique and culture communication 

International investigation and financing 

♦ m > m R . im 

commercial consultation, public relationship and 
surrogate 

Business meeting, off ice and business tour 
♦SS^sk^H xilr 
Office equipment 


tiS AD.PLACE.TEL: (86)010-88552079/80 13601226884 




AD.E-mail:premedia@263.net 


BUSINESS AGENT 


BEIJING TRADEMARK AGENCY 


TEL: 68083066 68081369 
FAX: 68081370 

imwwmR isibtrj 2 ^ 
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16th Floor Yue tan Tower 
No.2 Yue Tan North Street 
Xicheng District Beijing 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


Huiyuan Apartments 

ready to rent 

With high, medium and economy 
standard. 

Broadband multi-media e-com- 
merce net service in each flat. 
Welcome your visit. 
Tel:64923528/64923529 
64992660/64910545 



CONSULTING 

Let us help you to extend you visa 
or change visa status 

Tei:65674187 

Mobile: 13001039008 13910101133 
(San Ze synthesize Trading) 


Possess of certain marketing resourse, plan to invest exhibition, design & 
produce. Now looking for foreign capital to joint venture and cooperation. 
Aim 

♦Introducing advantage experiences and technologies from design 
and produce of overseas exhibitions. 

♦Introducing trademark, administration and marketing promotion 
from overseas exhibitions vocation. 

♦Introducing certain quantity capital to enlarge scale. 

Welcome to connect to us. 

Tel: 13701378266 


BEIJING CONSULTING SERVICE CENTER FOR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL AFFAIRS 


The center handles applications for enterprise 
and foreign enterprise permanent office in Beijing registration. 

Jb^TfT^IEHMjRl 1 7 107-109 M 

RM107-109, N0.7,XIYUAN HOTEL, NO. 1,SANLIHELU,HAIDIAN, BEIJING. 
68313388 $157107-57109 88371521 ff* : 68342761 WzMX: 
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PI BeiJing PRE-MEDIA Advertising Company 

RE-MsDIA 

A well-known professioned company 

We provide following services: 

★Market strategy, promotion and design, Boutique agency 
★Advertisement Managencent of plane Media, TV advertisement 
★ Buying Representative 


Quality service obtain honour welcome to consultation 

TEL:88552081 
FAX: 88552079 
MOBILE: 13601226884 
y E-mail: pieere@sina.com 


Konica Ifni $t£tttMKonica 7045 




DIGITAL INPUT/OUTPUT STATION 


l 


*600 X 600dpi $|jXTP$iUL 

90 

*32MB E-RDH 

KEY FEATURES: 

> 45 cpm/ppm 

> 600 X 600 dpi for Input & Output 

> Graphic User Interface 

> FCOT:3.9 Seconds 

> WUTrLess than 90 Seconds 

> 32MB Standard Memory E-RDH 


BEIJING ZH0NG0ING K0NICA PRODUCTS AGENT C0..LTD 


Teh 63465432 63464797 MP:13901151799 63448206 Post:100054 

Add: Room 3A407,Pengrun Jiayuan®'® S),Caihuying Cloverleaf Junction, Fengtai District, Beijing, China 
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Renting an Office in Beijing 


Location 



By WangDandan 

w Renting a suitable office in a foreign 
country is not always the easiest thing, 
A. 1/ as there are always unfamiliar rules 
and regulations to navigate. To make life 
easier for those of you in search of office 
space, Beijing Today has carried out a sur- 
vey on the present office market in Beijing. 
We interviewed the managers of the office de- 
partment of Jones Lang LaSalle and DTZ 
Debenham Tie Leung and obtained the fol- 
lowing suggestions. 

Location comes first for all companies. 
Let’s start from the west and work our way 
back east, before turning north to have a 
look. 

Generally speaking, office locations in 
Beijing are divided into five major areas: Fi- 
nancial Street, Oriental Plaza, Jianguomen 
and Chaoyangmen, the north east Third 
Ring Road and Zhongguancun. 

Financial Street 

Financial street is situated near Fux- 
ingmen in the western part of the city. As 
far back as the Yuan Dynasty, traditional 
Chinese banks gathered here. The Bank of 
China, formerly Qing Bank, was the first 
modern bank to establish its headquarters 
here. Year by year, many other banks fol- 
lowed suit, such as the Communication 
Bank of China, ICBC (Industrial and Com- 
mercial Bank of China). 

Most of the companies in the area are in- 
surance and accounting companies. Most of 
the offices here are sold rather than rented 
out. However, as it is relatively far from the 
east part of the city, where there is a con- 
centration of foreign companies, it lacks a 
commercial atmosphere. There are few res- 
taurants, hotels and entertainment facili- 
ties, however it would be a suitable location 
if your business deals primarily with Chi- 
nese financial organizations. 

The average rental price in the area is 
about US$35 per square meter per month. 
Public transportation is convenient as it is 
near the subway and Chang’an Avenue. 
Oriental Plaza (Wangfujing) 

Oriental Plaza marks the dividing line 
of east and west Beijing. It is located in 
the very heart of the city, near Tian’anmen 


Square and Wangfujing Shopping Street. 
The facilities in the vicinity are sufficient for 
any entertainment. 

However, as it is located on the northern 
side of Chang’an Avenue, it is a little dif- 
ficult entering it if approaching from the 
west. It is near the Beijing Hotel, which of- 
ten hosts official activities, so traffic may oc- 
casionally be a problem. 

Cisco and Lucent have rented over 10,000 
square meters each in the building. It is 
one of the few A grade office buildings in 
Beijing that has spare space for extended of- 
fice area. 

The average price here is $28-25 per 


square meter per month. 

Jianguomen and Chaoyangmen Area 

Office building construction first started 
here at Xiushui (Silk Market) Street, around 
the First Embassy District. The World Trade 
Tower is among the earliest office buildings 
in the place. Other buildings around Jian- 
guomen came next and buildings around 
Chaoyangmen followed. 

Many foreign companies are centered 
here, including foreign banks, and the choice 
of which building you rent in really depends 
on your budget. Companies renting office 
space here include Harvest Fund Manage- 
ment, Thyssenkrupp and Warner Brothers / 


American online. 

China Resources Building, located in the 
north-western corner of Jianguomen Qiao, is 
one of the top-level office buildings in terms 
of hardware. Traffic can be a problem dur- 
ing rush hour, however there is always the 
subway. Fulllink Plaza is a nearby alterna- 
tive to the north. Traffic also gets congested 
around the Kerry Center, and it is a little 
further from the subway. Prices range from 
about $28-35 per square meter per month. 
East Third Ring Road 

Lufthansa area, at the northern end of 
the east Third Ring Road, is one of the ear- 
liest to build top-level office buildings in 
Beijing. The place is a concentration of office 
buildings, shopping centers and hotels. 

Because it is near the Second Embassy 
District and the currently under construc- 
tion Third Embassy District, office buildings 
here are nearly all rented by foreign compa- 
nies. 

Sun Tower is a popular choice. It is lo- 
cated near Sanyuanqiao. Millennium Tower, 
on the northern side of Liangmaqiao, and 
enjoys good traffic. It is also close to Sanli- 
tun Bar Street, an area popular with expa- 
triates. The average price is $25 per square 
meter per month. Traffic is convenient and 
it is near the airport expressway, however 
there is no subway. 

Zhongguancun 

The Municipal Government is promoting 
this area as China’s Silicon Valley and offers 
some priorities. Most domestic IT companies 
are gathered here, and some international 
companies such as Microsoft have also set 
up business here. However, as there are 
many new office buildings under construc- 
tion, traffic is more or less a problem. 

The newly established top-grade office 
buildings are Raycom Infotech Park Tower, 
Cyber Tower and Tsinghua Tongfang Hi- 
tech Plaza (for sale only). The average rent 
is about $15 per square meter per month. 
Note: 

As traffic remains a problem in Beijing, 
especially during rush hours, renting an of- 
fice close to a subway station is advisable. 
Parking space should be available and eas- 
ily accessible. 



What if 
You Lose 
The Contract? 


By Wang Dandan 

ear Editor: I bought an 
A M apartment in Chaoyang 
A. ^ District last year, howev- 
er, I have lost my copy of the pur- 
chasing contract. I heard that it 
is impossible to get the property 
right if the purchasing contract 
is lost. If so, what should I do? 

Dear Reader: 

The purchasing contract is the 
legal proof that you have pur- 
chased the apartment. A com- 
plete purchasing contract should 
have four copies: Two for the de- 
veloper, one for the real estate 
bureau and one for the purchas- 
er. If you bought the apartment 
with a bank loan, then your con- 
tract should be held by the bank 
until you pay off your mortgage. 

With these four copies, the de- 
veloper or the purchaser can go 
to the real estate bureau to get 
the property right certificate. 

If the purchaser loses his or her 
contract, they must go through one 
of the following procedures. 

1. When the purchaser loses the 
contract, and the developer has not 
yet registered the purchasing con- 
tract at the real estate bureau, the 
purchaser only needs to pay for 
the replacement of the document 
and sign a new contract. About 200 
yuan for one copy. 

2. When the purchaser loses 
the contract after registration at 
the real estate bureau, but before 
the procedure of getting the bank 
loan, the purchaser will publish 
an announcement of “cancella- 




Pictures by Yao Ming 

tion of the purchasing contract” 
in the newspaper. Three months 
after this, the purchaser should 
take the newspaper carrying the 
notice to the real estate bureau 
to log out the lost contract. They 
can then sign a new one with the 
developer and register it at the 
real estate bureau. 

The purchaser has to pay the 
fees for the newspaper announce- 
ment, document costs and stamp 
fees for the new contract. 

3. If the purchaser loses the 
contract after registration at the 
real estate bureau and complet- 
ing the bank loan procedures, 
they must go through the steps 
outlined in 2 above, and then re- 
sign the contract with the bank 
and mortgage the new contract 
there, canceling the old one. 

The developer and bank may 
also lose the contract, so on de- 
livery of the contract to the oth- 
er side, make sure that they give 
you a written certificate stating 
that they have received the con- 
tract. 


Whom Do You Deal with When 
Buying a Second-hand Apartment? 


By Wang Yang 

Real estate agency 

B efore you entrust an agen- 
cy you have to be sure 
about: What kind of ser- 
vice do they provide? Do they 
help you to apply for the bank 
loan? If there is any problem 
during the deal, will they com- 
pensate for the loss? How much 
commission do they charge? Can 
you trust them? 

The service charge should be 
0.3% - 0.5% of the total price of 
the house. And you’d better choose 
an agency with a certificate ap- 
proved by the Beijing Real Estate 
Bureau and an Operation License 
approved by the Beijing Industrial 
and Commercial Bureau. 

Law firm 

Lawyers help you to draft the 


contract, hold negotiations, polish 
the contract, check that the seller 
has paid the property manage- 
ment fees and other related fees 
and check the buyer’s credibility. 
There is no set standard regarding 
how much a lawyer should charge, 
but their fee should be around 1% 
of the total price. 

Evaluation firm 

When both sides report the sell- 
ing price of the house to the Beijing 
Real Estate Bureau, and the bu- 
reau figures that the price is much 
lower than it should be, it will 
entrust an evaluation firm to re- 
evaluate the house. And the re- 
evaluated price will be the final 
one on the basis of which the tax 
will be charged. 

The service fee is charged at 
different standards: if the price is 
under 1 million yuan, the fee will 
be 0.5%. If it is over one million, it 
should be negotiated. 

Beijing Notarial Organization 

The notarization includes: the 
notarization of the purchasing and 
selling contract and additional 
agreements; assessment of the sell- 
er’s credibility; assessment of the 
buyer’s credibility and notarization 
of the mortgage contract with the 
bank. 

The service fee is different for 
different documents. 

Insurance organization 

This is for compensation in case 
the apartment suffers any natural 
damage or accidental disaster. 


Office Prices 


China Life Tower: 

Rent: US$45/month/sqm(net) 
Location: Chaoyangmenwai Av- 
enue, Chaoyang District. 100 me- 
ters from Chaoyangmen subway 
station. 

China Resources Building: 

Rent:US$36.8-38.8/month/sqm 
Location: Jianguomen North 
Avenue, Dongcheng District. 

CITIC Building: 

Rent: US$36/month/sqm(net) 
Location: Jianguomenwai Ave- 
nue, Chaoyang District. Located 
in east part of Chang’an Avenue, 
with International Club on its 
west across the street, and the 
Embassy District on its south. 

The Exchange Beijing: 

Rent: US$29. 5/month/sqm 
Location: Dongsanhuannan 

Road, Chaoyang District. Located 
at the intersection of Jianguom- 


enwai Avenue and East Third 
Ring Road. Located near the 
Guomao Subway Station. 

Towercrest Plaza: 

Rent: US$20-23/month/sqm 
Location: Xiaoyun Road, Cha- 
oyang District. The Beijing Inter- 
national Airport remains a ten 
minutes’ drive. 

Continental Building: 

Rent: US$ 19/month/sqm 
Location: Gulouwai Street, 

Dongcheng District. Located be- 
tween North Second Ring Road 
and North Third Ring Road. 

The above prices are quoted pric- 
es and may be subject to change. 
DTZ Debenham Tie Leung pro- 
vides the above information. For 
further information, please go to 
www.dtz.com 
www.dtz.bj.cn 

Email: residential @dtz. bj.cn 



Music All 
Day & Night 


By Wang Dandan/ Yan Ming 

Natalie bought 
a house in Cha- 
oyang District. 

^ / \ The computer 
/ \ image in the pro- 

^ . motional materi- 
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good picture of 
the community, lawn, swimming 
pool and fitness facilities. In case 
of any future problems, Natellie 
attached the computer image to 
the contract. 

However, after the project 
was completed and she moved 
into the house, she found out 
that in the place where the 
swimming pool was supposed to 
be, was the property manage- 
ment office, and furthermore, 
these rooms were rented out. 
One had been rented to a music 
shop that constantly played loud 
music 

Natellie wants to reject the 
house but was refused. She was 
so surprised because she had 
already attached the computer 
image to the contract, and it was 
the developer who changed the 
plan. 

She was then told by the 
court that the computer image 
could not stand as evidence, as 
it had not been notarized. 

Xu Chendi, a lawyer with 
Zhongsheng Law Firm, suggests 
that purchasers should attach a 
notarized copy of the blueprint 
to the contract. 
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By Wang Dandan 

Chinese New Year dis- 
counts at 16 Shangri-la ho- 
tels in China 

Shangri-La Hotels and Re- 
sorts has launched its Chinese 
New Year promotion at all of its 
16 properties in 13 cities across 
China. From February 8 to 
16, there are savings of up to 
60% at Shangri-La and Trad- 
ers hotels. For 588 yuan, guests 
can enjoy a super deluxe room 
at the Kerry Centre Hotel, 
Beijing. 

Jones Lang will handle 
leases for Microsoft 

Jones Lang LaSalle has an- 
nounced it has been selected 
by Microsoft as its preferred 
worldwide provider of real es- 
tate transaction and project 
management services. Specifi- 
cally, Jones Lang LaSalle will 
manage Microsoft’s lease acqui- 
sitions, dispositions and renew- 
als, as well as supervise the 
build-out of interior field office 
space. 

Hilton announces part- 
nership with Air China 
Companion Frequent Flyer 
Program 

Hilton Hotels has announced 
a landmark agreement with Air 
China to enter into partnership 
with China’s leading carrier, 
allowing cross participation in 
Hilton Honors, Hilton’s guest 
reward program and Air China 
Companion Club. This agree- 
ment, commencing February 
2002, gives members of the Air 
China Companion Program an 
opportunity to earn Air China 
kilometers by staying at Hilton 
hotels. 

“HOUSING” welcomes 
your feedback: What kind 

of difficulties do you encoun- 
ter when looking for housing 
in Beijing? What kind of infor- 
mation do you need? What 
can we help you with? Our E- 
mail: housing@ynet.com 
Tel: 65902522 
Fax: 65902525 
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Activities 


Foreigners Singing Chinese 
Songs Contest 

Foreigners desperate to display 
some form of talent can sing till their 
lungs pop, or until the cane comes out 
to pull them off the stage. This year, 
the contest will include as well as 
singing, crosstalk, calligraphy, paint- 
ing, traditional opera, comic sketch- 
es, martial arts and acrobatics. Initial 
selection: till Jan. 20. Intermediary 
contest: Jan. 26-27. Finals: Live on 
BTV Feb. 8, 9 & 10. Tel: 68429608. 

Beijing Hash House Harriers - 
The Drinking Club With a Run- 
ning Problem 

Once a week Hashers in Beijing 
meet for a run and an “after the run” 
meal. The tradition started in 1982. 
The Hashers follow a trail previously 
set by the “Hares”. The idea for hash- 
ing in Beijing is to have fun, meet 
new people, and see different parts 
of Beijing and its surroundings. All 
while getting some exercise. 

Upcoming Events 

Quick Draw & Ratchucker, Mex- 
ican wave, Dongdaqiao Nanlu, just 
north of Jianguomenwai Dajie, get to 
the T-intersection with Dongdaqiao 
(Gui You Shopping Center with Mc- 
Donald’s on the right), turn right, the 
Mexican Wave is on the right about 
150 meters up the road. 

Jingshan Park, Jan. 20, 2pm (Mex- 
ican Wave), 2:30pm (Jingshan Park). 

Full Moon Hash (No beer re- 
quired), Jan. 25. Cost: 20 yuan for the 
hash and drinks (water or beer) af- 
terwards. If you stay for the meal, 
then the cost goes up to 50 yuan. 
Tel: 65063961 (The Mexican Wave). 

China Chess Club 

Meets every two weeks at 2:30pm. 
A friendly gathering and players at 
all levels are welcome. Where: John 
Bull Pub, by the International Post 
Office. Tel: 13681464482 (Beatrice 
Fourny). 

The Beijing Devils Rugby Club 

You are invited to enjoy the local 
rugby scene in Beijing. Training, 
games and the usual ancillary 
entertainment. Website: www. 

beijingdevils.com or email Ethan 
Perk@hotmail . com 


Music 
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Canadian Embassy 
Where: 19 Dongzhimenwai Da- 
jie, Chaoyang District. 

Office time of Visa Depart- 
ment: Mon.-Thur, 8am- 11am. Tel: 
65323031 (24 hours). Website: 
www. Canada . org. cn 

Israel Embassy 
Where: west office building of 
World Trade Center, 1 Jianguomen- 
wai Dajie. 

Visa Department: 
office time: Mon.-Fri, 9am- 
12am. Tel: 65052970 (9qm-12am, 
lpm-5pm). 

American Embassy 
Where: 3 Xiushui Beijie, Jian- 
guomenwai. 

Visa Department: 

Tel: 65325305 (Mon.-Fri, 8:30am- 
4:30pm). Website: www.usembassy- 
china.org.cn 




Saturday Overcast to clear 
January 19 Max: 3C. Min: -4C. 


Sunday 
January 20 • 

Clear, windy 
Max: 2C. Min: -8C. 


Monday 
January 21 

Clear 

Max: 4C. Min: -8C. 


Tuesday 
January 22 * 

Clear 

Max: 5C. Min: -7C. 


Wednesday 
January 23 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 5C. Min: -7C. 


Thursday 
January 24 ^ 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 6C. Min: -6C. 


Friday 

January 25 ^ 

Clear to cloudy 
Max: 4C. Min: -4C. 


We are glad to receive your 
feedback. We will print employ- 
ment, language exchange and 
accomodation info for individ- 
uals. Feel free to email us at 
bjtodayinfo @ ynet.com or call 
65902520 . 

By Priscilla /Lydia 


IMI I 111! 




Minority Mu- 
sic Concert - 
Naxi Ancient 
Music 

The Naxi peo- 
ple, inheritors of 
the ancient Dong- 
ba Culture, live 
in the mountains 
of southwest Chi- 
na’s Yunnan prov- 
ince. Where: 
Beijing Concert 
Hall. When: Jan. 
25-26, 7:30pm. 

Admission: 

50-280 yuan. Tel: 66057006, 65598281. 
Modem Classical Beijing Opera 

China Beijing Opera Theater is the first 
class Beijing Opera performer and winner 
of the China Plum Blossom Prize, a prize 
of Beijing Opera. Where: National Library 
Concert Hall, 33 Zhongguancun Nandajie, 
inside the National Library. When: Jan. 

25, 7:30pm. Ad- 
mission: 40-220 
yuan. Tel: 

88545501, 
68419220. 

Kind of Blue 
The great jazz 
musician Miles 
Davis’ CD has 
been released into 
Beijing. Solos by 
Davis, pianist Bill 
Evans and saxo- 
phonist John Coltrane. Tracks include So What, 
All Blue, Blue in Green, Freeddie Freeloader and 
Flamenco Sketches. Where: Xidan Book Store 
® ^ ffl ^^JM), Wangfujing Music Book Store 
(3 EJH#eI ^ kj£), the fifth floor of Siter Shopping 
City in Jianguomen Street (^#5®^l4 ,, ll s SM)- 
Price: 50 yuan 

One Concert, Three Styles 
Folk music, Beijing Opera and string mu- 
sic, performed by China Conservatory of Mu- 
sic; Rendezvous, from China Traditional Opera 
Institute; and the Central Conservatory Girls 
String Quartet. Program includes Mendelssohn 
String Quartet. Where: Beijing Golden Sail 
Concert Hall, Wangfujing Dajie, Dongcheng 
District. When: Jan. 19, 6:30 pm, folk music; 
8pm Beijing Opera; 9:30pm string music. Ad- 
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Spring Festival 
Exhibition at Red 

Gate Gallery Show- 
casing different art 
styles of Chinese 
contemporary art- 
ists. Where: Red 
Gate Gallery, 
Dongbianmen 
Watchtower, Chon- 
gwenmen. When: 
Jan. 22-March 3, 10am-5pm, Tue-Sun. Admis- 
sion: free. Tel: 65251005. 

Touch Africa Vision & Audition Exhibition of 
African masks, sculp- 
tures, bead work, jew- 
elry etc. Organized 
by Beijing Shangri-la 
Culture & Arts and 
Touch Africa. You’ll 
meet with the medi- 
um of gods belong to 
Africa in this space, discovering the arcane 
meaning of each tribal, tasting the temper of 
original culture. Where: Beijing Shangri-la 
Culture & Arts, Feijiacunkou. (Drive out the air- 
port expressway, Jichanglu, turn to east(left) to 
Laiguangying Donglu, then turn left at the Fei- 
jiacunkou. When: Jan. 19-Feb 5, opening re- 
ception: Jan. 19, 2pm. Admission: Free. Tel: 
64364785. 






Rummage Sale 

The owner of the gallery has been enthu- 
siastically collecting paintings to decorate his 
offices. Now he offers the result up for public ap- 
praisal. Where: Meedoo Gallery, Complex Bldg, 
Longcheng Garden, Changping County. When: 
till Jan 21, daily, 9am-9pm. Tel: 80796252. 

Art from the Embassies 

The exhibition features 300 works of art from 
more than 40 countries across 5 continents. They 
are all collected and provided by embassies based 
in China. A definite multi-cultural mix! Where: 
National Museum of Chinese Revolution, east 
side of Tian’anmen Square. When: till Jan 28, 
daily, 8:30am-4:30pm. Tel: 65263355 



mission: 80 yuan for each part, you can come 
for one, two or all. Tel: 65289047. 

Wonderful Magical Experience-Taihe 
Golden Moment Conductor: Mikhail Pletnev; 
piano, Li Yundi; By Russian National Orches- 
tra. Feb. 3, Ros- 
sini: Gazza Ladra 
Overture; Chopin 
Piano Concerto 
No. 1; Tchai- 
kovsky Sympho- 
ny No. 5. Feb. 
4, Tchaikovsky 
Suite No.l; Si- 
belius Symphony 
No. 2. Where: 
The Great Hall of 
the People, west 
side of 

Tian’anmen 
Squre. When: 
Feb. 3 &4. Admission: 100-1,000 yuan. Tel: 
85282509, 85282264. 

Music at Bars 

Radiation Active Band, Schiller’s 3, Jan. 18, 
9pm, 65931078. Blues by Rhythm Dog, Jam 
House, Jan. 18, 9pm, 65063845. Swing Fish 
Band, Durty Nellies Irish Pub, Jan. 19, 9pm, 
65022808. Afanti, Jam House, Jan. 19, 9pm, 
65063845. Chinese traditional music, San Wei 
Tea House, every Sat evening from 8:30pm 
to 10:30pm, 30 yuan; for reservations, call 
66013204. 

The Godfather Movie Dinner 

Francis Ford Coppola’s The Godfather 
screened with a special dinner and selected 
wines. Where: Kowloon Ballroom, The Kerry 
Center Hotel, Guanghualu. When: Jan. 21, 
6:30pm. Admission: 488 yuan each. Tel: 
65618833 ext. 63389. 

Chinese Songs Billboard of Channel V 

Altogether 
over 30 singers 
from Chinese 
mailand, Tai- 
wan and Hong 
Kong. Where: 
Capital Gym. 
When: Jan. 25, 
7 :30pm. Admis- 
sion: 200-800 
yuan. Tel: 
68335552. 




Modem Chinese Gold & Silver Com- 
memorative Coin Exhibition 

Over 500 selected gold & silver commemo- 
rative coins issued since 1979. The exhibition 
highlights important historic affairs, famous 
figures, ancient scientific inventions, places of 
interest, religions and folk customs. Where: 
China Coin Museum, 22 Xijiaominxiang, west 
of Tian’anmen Square. Tel: 66053037. 

A Free 
Space to 
Share Search- 
ing for hidden 
images, char- 
acters and 
messages in Yi 
Ling’s paint- 
ings is part of 
the fun! The 

exhibition also includes some artists in their 
30s who came to Beijing in search of opportu- 
nity. Where: Florence Gallery, 2 Dongsanhuan 
Beilu. When: till Jan 27, Tue-Sun, 10am-7pm. 
Tel: 64683665. 

Definitely Valuable 

An exhibition of more than 50 Chinese clas- 
sical artists including Qi Baishi, Li Keran and 
Fan Zeng, providing an insightful introduction 
to the very best of traditional Chinese art. 
Where: B36 Liulichang Xijie, Passage Gallery, 
Xuanwu District. When: till Feb 10, daily, 9am- 
6:30pm. Tel: 63034259. 

Old Beijing in the Late Qing Dynasty 
Old photo show about people’s daily life in the 
late Qing Dynasty and the early years of the Re- 
public of China, provides an eye-opening view 
of old Beijing city. Where: Old Beijing Street, 
Xin Dong’an Market, Wangfujing. When: till 
March 31, 10am-5pm. Tel: 65276688. 

Horse Paintings Celebrate the Year of 
Horse By Jia Haoyi, Hu Bo, Yang Gang 
and more. Where: Creation Gallery, Ritan- 
donglubeikou, Chaoyang District. When: Jan.T 
19-Feb. 1, 10am-7pm. Opening reception: Jan.| 
19, 3-6pm. Tel: 65067570. 
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Movies by Louis Malle 

Atlantic City (), 1980, star- 
ring Burt Lancaster, Susan 
Sarandon. Where: Space for 
Imagination Coffee House (Box 
Cafe) & The Loft. When: Jan. 
26, 7pm (Space for Imagi- 
nation); Jan. 27, 3pm (The 
Loft). Tel: 62791280; 65065592, 
65017501. 

The Flavor of Apple 

A girl turns to her cyber boy- 
friend when facing depression 
in real life. Taiwan director Zhu 
Yanping. Pop stars Joey Yung 
and Chen Xiaodong. Where: 
Cinemas all over town When: 
Jan 18- Jan 31 

Italian Cultural Night 

Movie is shown every Tues- 
day night. Where: Cultural Of- 


Courses 


Early-stage Education 
for Children Beijing Yew- 
chung International School 
(BIS) offer “Mum and Me”, a 
community activity for small 
kids and their mothers. Moth- 
ers and babies older than six 
months are invited to join class- 
es offering bilingual education 
and cultivation of musical ap- 
preciation. Teachers from U.S., 
Australia and Britain. Where: 
Beijing Yewchung 

International School, 

Honglingjin Park, Chaoyang 
District. Fee: 30 yuan per 


fice, Italian Embassy, Sanlitun. 
When: every Tuesday. Admis- 
sion: free. Tel: 65322187. 

A Fatal Attack 

A story about fighting 
against corruption in China. Di- 
rected by Yin Wenji. The movie 
costs 15 million yuan to pro- 
duce. Cinemas around Beijing. 



class. Tel: 85833731-36. Email: 
martinad @ycef.com (Martina 
Dewsnap). 

Le Leche League of Beijing 

Information, encouragement and 
support for breast feeding moth- 
ers. They will meet every 4th 
Tuesday of each month. All 
pregnant women breast feeding 
mothers, and nursing babies 
are welcome to attend. Where: 
Beijing United Family Hospital, 
2 Jiangtailu, 600 meters south- 
east of Holiday Inn Lido Hotel. 
When: 4th Tue. of every month, 
2pm. Tel: 80796988. 
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Q Bar 

The bar has reopened with 
an expanded upstairs section for 
drinking and playing pool. Down- 
stairs remains the same. Features 
live country music by a local band. 
Where: Q Bar, Chaoyang Park 
West Gate, next to the teahouse, 
Chaoyang District. When: daily, 
llam-2am. Tel: 65915050. 

No Name Bar 

If you are not already a regu- 
lar then please stay away. Manage- 
ment says you and your friends 

I - are not welcome at this watering 
hole where the elite hold their 
private little social gatherings. 
Where: 3 Qianhai Dongyuan, Ka- 
orouji Restaurant, Dongcheng Dis- 
trict. When: daily noon- till late. 
Tel: 64018541. 

Blue and White 
Cheap, cafeteria-style Chinese 
food from Taiwan in a clean and 
cheery environment. The restau- 
rant only opened last Dec., but al- 
ready draws big crowds, especially 
at lunch time. Every dish under 15 
yuan and the place is open all night 
long. Where: Blue and White, 69 


Dongdan Beidajie, Dongcheng Dis- 
trict. When: daily 24 hours. Tel: 
65278964. 

California Dreams 

Light, healthy and tasty Cal- 
ifornian cuisine has become in- 
creasingly popular over the last 
ten years. Find out why at the Ker- 
ry Center’s Coffee Garden, where 
Dutch O’Neal, a chef specializing 
in California-Pacific Rim cuisine 
and nominated as one of the Top 10 
American Chefs will be making a 
guest appearance from next Tues- 
day. Where: Coffee Garden, Kerry 
Center, Guanghualu, Chaoyang 
District. When: Jan. 22-31. Tel: 
65618833 ext. 40. 

L’auvergne in Beijing- 
French Culinary Promotion 

Five talented chefs member 
of the association “Les Toques 
d’Auvergne” will present you the 
traditional cuisine from the cen- 
tral part of France. Where: Le 
Coffee Shop, the Novotel Peace 
Beijing, 3 Jinyu Hutong, Wangfu- 
jing. When: January 22-26. Tel: 
65128833-6609 




Carmen 

By Central Opera House. Where: 
Tianqiao Theater, Beiweilu, Xu- 
anwu District, bus 105, 106, 
120. When: Feb. 1-3, 7:30pm. 
Admission: 80-500 yuan. Tel: 
63030300. 




Hiking 


Jisi-Lianggen-Huanghuacheng 
Where: near Huanghuacheng 
Great Wall, north of Beijing. Walk- 
ing time: 3 hours. Degree of dif- 
ficulty: 3 (i.e. reasonably easy). 

What to take and wear: Day- 
pack, water, lunch, good hiking 
boots, hat, gloves, scarf, layered 
clothing, windbreaker. 

The route: Start from Jisi vil- 
lage. The trail passes through the 
no longer inhabited village of Li- 
anggen, then to Huanghuacheng. 

B J Hikers is open to everyone. To 
sign up, email bjhikers @yahoo.co.uk 
or call Huilin at 13701003694. 


Dream White (Meng Bai)- 

Large-scale Original Dance Dra- 
ma By Guangdong Experimental 
Modern Dance Troupe. Where: 
Tianqiao Theater, Beiweilu, Xu- 
anwu District, bus 105, 106, 
120. When: Feb. 5 & 6, 7:30pm. 
Admission: 80-600 yuan. Tel: 
63030300. 


Cost: 100 yuan each, including 
hot drinks and snacks. When: Jan. 
19, 8:30am at the Lido outside 
Starbucks, or 9am at Capital Par- 
adise (front gate). Return 4pm. 

Longmenjian ( Dragon Gate 
Ravine) - Dongling Mountain 
Hike includes a moonlit night 
trek with loaded pack, walking 
along an iced over river, B.B.Q., and 
watching the sunrise on Dongling 
Mountain. When: Jan. 18, 7pm- 
Jan.20, 3pm. Cost: 300 yuan each, 
160 yuan for membership. (Orga- 
nized by PathFounding Club). Tel: 
68731735. 
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Outer City 


By Jiang Zhong 

During the Tang and Song 
dynasties, with the exception of 
the heir to the throne, all the 
royal princes were sent to the 
remote provinces as representa- 
tives of the Emperor. Their life 
in exile was generally quite com- 
fortable, as the emperor would 
usually order the construction of 
a magnificent mansion in the re- 
spective provincial capital 

This system remained in place 
until 1369, when the first em- 
peror of the Ming Dynasty, Zhu 
Yuanzhang, ordered the con- 
struction of a mansion in Beijing 
for Zhu Li, his fourth son. This 
was the first imperial mansion 
to be built in Beijing. 

Since Ming Emperor Zhu Li 
restored the capital to Beijing 
in 1421, imperial family mem- 
bers of the Ming and Qing dy- 
nasties successively built their 
mansions in Beijing. 

Most of the imperial man- 
sions preserved in Beijing today 
were originally built for princes 
of the Qing Dynasty. 

Grand, but not too grand! 

In 1636, Emperor Chongde 
issued a decree restricting the 
scale of the imperial mansions. 
According to these detailed reg- 
ulations, a standard mansion 
should feature one central room, 
two wing rooms, a two-story 
building and one inner door. 
The central room and the wing 

rooms could be built on 

an elevated platform 
not higher than two 
meters. Other rooms 
could also be built, but 
they had to be on 
ground level. Even the 
specifications of the 
roof tiles were stipu- 
lated in the regula- 
tions. However some 
princes flaunted the di- 
vine edict, construct- 
ing magnificent living 
quarters that in some 
cases were even grand- 
er than those of the 
emperor. Such 

disrespect toward the 
Son of Heaven was of 
course intolerable, and 
the regulations were 
beefed up with a num- 
ber of supplementary 
clauses detailing se- 
vere punishments for 
those who refused to 
toe the line. 

From then on, the 
more excessive of the 
nobles had no choice 
but to restrain their 
flamboyant tastes in 
order to meet the 
requirements of the 
regulations. To avoid 
trouble, some even de- 
signed their mansions 
to even more humble 
standards (relatively 
speaking!) than those stipulated. 
Only Prince Yu, built his man- 
sion in exact accordance with the 
regulations, earning it the nick- 
name the “Standard Mansion”. 
Regardless of these constraints, 
the mansions still managed for 
the most part, to be quite mag- 
nificent. 

The location of the mansions 

There were a total of four- 
teen emperors of the Qing Dy- 
nasty. Some seventy of their 
descendants were conferred ti- 
tles and granted the right to 
build mansions in the capital. 
However, only fifty or so actual- 
ly did so. Some had no descen- 
dants to inherit the mansions, 
so they chose not to take ad- 
vantage of the opportunity, and 
some were granted the right 
posthumously, and so were un- 
available to take advantage of 
the opportunity! 


Photos by Zhuang Jian 






The main buildings were built 
on an elevated platform. 
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The indoor stage at Prince 
Gong’s mansion. 


Winter transforms the garden 
into a frozen wonderland. 


The imperial mansions were 
generally built in the inner city 
of old Beijing (largely in what 
is now known as Xicheng and 
Dongcheng districts). This was 
to take advantage of a law enact- 
ed in 1644 by the Qing govern- 
ment, under which only Manchu 
people were allowed to live in the 
inner city. Han Chinese had to 
live in the outer city. One excep- 
tion was the mansion of Prince 
Limi, one of the sons of Emperor 
Kangxi, who built his mansion 
in Zheng Jiazhuang Village, out- 
side Deshengmen. 

The mansions of the Iron Hat 
Many of the Qing mansions 
still to be seen in Beijing today 
originally belonged to twelve 
families conferred with the title 
Tiemaoziwang (Lord of the Iron 
Hat). According to the rather 
complex Qing hereditary sys- 
tem, descendants of court offi- 


Late Qing Dynasty map of Beijing with the inner and outer 
city clearly defined. 


cials would be conferred with 
successively inferior titles to that 
of the original one. However 
in 1778, Emperor Qianlong be- 
stowed eight families, who had 
made great contributions to the 
Qing’s conquering of central Chi- 
na, with the title Lord of the Iron 
Hat. Unlike ordinary titles, these 
would be handed down from gen- 
eration to generation unchanged. 
The mansions of Princes Li, Su, 
Zheng, Rui, Yu, Chengze, Keqin, 
Shuncheng are the residences 
of those eight families. Later 
the same title was conferred 
on Princes Yi, Qing, Chun and 
Gong. 

Day tour of the imperial man- 
sions 

It is not possible to visit all 
the old imperial mansions in 
Beijing, even if you wanted to 
do so. Most of these complexes 


now serve other functions, hous- 
ing government departments or 
serving as residences for VIPs. 
Following are two suggested 
routes for bicycle tours taking in 
some of the old mansions. 
Xicheng District 

There are a number of well- 
preserved mansions in Xicheng 
District. We suggest you begin 
your tour at the Mansion of 
Prince Chun (j§|) in Shishahai 
(fffH/ft) Park, better known as 
the former residence of Song 
Qingling, wife of Sun Yatsen 
and former deputy premier of 
China. This is one of the best- 
preserved imperial mansions in 
Beijing. On the opposite side of 
the lake, you will find the man- 
sions of Princes Gong (^S) and 
Qing (J*). 

The mansion of Prince Gong, 
in Liuyin (flP fH) street, was orig- 
inally the residence of He Shen, 


a high court official during the 
reign of Qianlong (1736-1796). 
He built his mansion after the 
style of the imperial palaces in 
the Forbidden City, in contra- 
vention of the imperial edict 
governing such constructions, 
and was subsequently executed 
for his impertinence. The man- 
sion was later taken over by 
Prince Gong. It is worth spend- 
ing an hour or so exploring this 
mansion, as there is much to 
see, such as the southern style 
landscaped gardens, the theatre 
and the western style decora- 
tions. 

Prince Qing’s mansion is 300 
meters to the west of Prince 
Gong’s. This extensive complex 
is now used by the military and 
visitors are not permitted. Don’t 
even think about it! 

Heading south along Xinjiek- 
ou Nandajie (iff^TPffi^fi), you 
will find three old mansions, two 
of which are occupied by govern- 
ment departments. The third, 
the mansion of Prince Yan (0J 
, has been restored and turned 
into a hotel. You might like to 
pause in your expedition here 
for a drink at the bar. 

Dongcheng District 

There are even more imperial 
mansions in Dongcheng District, 
including those of two Mongo- 
lian princes who were originally 
bestowed lands in their home- 
land. These two quadrangle-like 
mansions, at Guoxiang (Hff) 
and Chaodou (j|jj>s) Hutong re- 
spectively, are quite far from the 
others, located in the 
vicinity of Tian’anmen 
Square, and are best 
visited separately. 

Start your tour in 
Zhengyilu (IEXS&), five 
hundred meters east of 
Tian’anmen Square, at 
the mansion of Prince 
Chun (>$). This man- 
sion has been rebuilt 
several times, and you 
can find several west- 
ern style buildings 
within. Next door is the 
Police Museum, a good 
place to learn about the 
evolution of the Public 
Security Bureau. 

A little way east, in 
Dongjiaominxiang (^R 
is the mansion 
of Prince An (g), not 
a must for your tour, 
ride past it if you are 
pressed for time. To the 
north of this mansion is 
the former mansion of 
Prince Yu (JJO, now oc- 
cupied by Xiehe Hospi- 
tal. 

A little further north- 
east, Fangjiahutong (Jj 
5^431^1), is the mansion 
of Prince Xun (fjf ), with a large 
quadrangle and garden. 

Head west along Neiwubu- 
jie (rt^-n^ij) to the mansion of 
Princess Shou’en ($JS), which is 
very different in style to that of 
the others. Highly recommend- 
ed is a visit to Prince Fu’s (>?) 
mansion to the north, in Chaoy- 
angmenneidajie (fPSHW^WS)- 
There are many well-preserved 
buildings in this complex, and 
although some are occupied by 
government departments, you 
can still sneak inside for a quick 
look. 

Between the Su (^) and Fu 
mansions is a typical quadran- 
gle house, the old residence of a 
court official of the late Qing Dy- 
nasty. Numerous brick carvings 
are scattered around this quad- 
rangle. 

These two districts feature 
many historical relics and old 
quadrangle houses. A leisurely 
trip through them will be an un- 
forgettable experience. 


Great Wall buffs 


If you have any bright ideas 
for great days out around 
Beijing or within China, we’d 
love to hear from you. Please 
send any ideas, photos, itiner- 
aries to us. 

Contact: Jiang Zhong 

Tel: 65902520 

e-mail: plan01@ynet.com 


During the last sev- 
eral hundred years, 
members of various em- 
perors’ families built 
many magnificent man- 
sions around the cap- 
ital, as a means of 
showing off their status . 
Though many of these 
mansions are today oc- 
cupied by government 
departments, many can 
still be visited, and are 
close enough together to 
be incorporated in a 
not too strenuous bicycle 
tour or two . 


Some Great Wall enthusi- 
asts in Beijing enjoy nothing 
more than searching out the 
most rarely visited and re- 
mote sections of the wall they 
can find . Here we present for 
you some of their discoveries . 


The 

Marble 

Great 


Wall 


By Jiang Zhong 

Most of the Great Wall is 
constructed of earth and custom 
built bricks. However in the wild 
mountains north of Qian’an, in 
Hebei Province, there is a sec- 
tion of Great Wall dating back to 
the Ming Dynasty that is made 
of marble. 

The 1.5-kilometer section lies 
between Dazuizi (Big Mouth) 
and Jiangj unmao (General’s 
Hat) mountains. There are four 
watchtowers in this section. 

The wall here is ten meters 
high and five meters wide. Sand 
and earth were first piled up 
to form the main body, and 
this was then encased with 
huge marble slabs. The base, 
walls, battlements and watch- 
towers are all made of marble 
blocks and plates. Though badly 
damaged, most of the marble 
slabs remain intact, and if you 
brush the dirt away, the pattern 
of the marble is clearly visible. 

The marble used to build the 
wall was all quarried locally, 
and remains of the ancient 
quarry can be seen, just a ki- 
lometer or so away. Tourists sel- 
dom visit this section of the 
Great Wall, so if you want to do 
a bit of quiet exploring, far from 
the maddening crowds, this is 
an ideal spot. 

Not far from here is another 
section of Great Wall, called Bai- 
yangyu, that is well preserved 
and also worth a visit. The wall 
is named after the valley it is lo- 
cated in. There are many histor- 
ical relics scattered around this 
scenic spot. Different from its 
neighbor, only the base of this 
stretch of wall is made of 
marble, dark red blocks weigh- 
ing some 500 kilograms each. 
Around this two-kilometer sec- 
tion, there are ten stone tablets 
on which are inscribed the com- 
plete history of its construction. 
Examples of nearly all the ar- 
chitectural forms used in other 
parts of the Great Wall can be 
found here. Where the Baiyang 
River flows under the wall, five 
arches were constructed, giving 
the Great Wall a different ap- 
pearance. 


The pattern of the marble is 
clearly visible. Xinhua Photo 
http:/ / thegreatwall.com.cn 









